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ONO CW. 
TO THE RIGHT 
worſhipfull, my very wor=« 
thy and Chriſtian friend, Sir 
Willis Gee, knight, one ofhis 
Maicſtics honorable Ceunſcl 
inthe North. Recerder of the 
Towues of Bexerleyand Hu, 
and one of his Maicſtics Iu- 
tices of Peace in the Ealt-ri- 

. dingof the Countic of Tor ke, 
a true friend of learning, and 

pretie: C5 to the vertwons,and 

religious Lady his wife, 
Grace and peace fron 
God, ec. 


Mongft the many 

reaſons (Worſhip- 

tu!l Sir) which haue 
perſwaded methat Pope- 
rie cannot bethe true Re 
ligion,this is not the leaſt x 
Ws 


Cantina 
1m Cates 
' boſs LH 
Cofterms 
in Eichi- 
ridio, 


T he Epiſtte 
the inſvfficiencie of their 
doQrine of taith and rep&- 
tance: which two things, 
though they bethe chic(e 
and principall points in re- 
lizion, and fo neccfliric, 
thatke, who doth nor bur 
know, and practiſe them 
aright, can ncuer bee [a- 
ued : yet I dare auouch, 
thatthe faith and Repen- 
tance of the Romiſh 
church, as they are taught 
by many of the Þcſt ap- 
rooucd Papiſts, are no 
ettertheſuct a faith, and 
ſucha repetarce as #n hy- 
pocrite, and a very repro» 
hate may attaine ynto, In- 


deede, to infift vpon re- 
repentance 


Dedicatore. 


pentance only (they make 

many faire floriſhes, they 

call it penance, they make 

ita Sacrament, and ſay it Corradee, 
is a boord that ſaucs a Navar- 
man after ſhipwracke, and 7% _ 
write great volumes of it, £275 


and of confeſſion , and of Graffus, 


Caſes of Conſcience, (as you pr,w 
good Syr in your owne ,, 
reading knowe better then her, 
I) andyctalas, when allis 
done, itis but a ſhadowe 

of repemiance ; and in- 
deede how can they teach 
aright the ductrine of re- * 
pentanice z which erre ſo 
towly in (ctting downe 

the iuſt'ce of God, and 

the vilenefſe of finne: 
A4 Which 


T he Epifle 
Whica two points a man 
muſt'know, elſe hee will 
neuerrepent : but Pope. |} 
rie miſconcciuing the 11. 
ſtice of God, teaching it | 
not to bee infinite, in as 
much as it needes not an 
infinite ſatisfation, and 
miſconceiuing the nature 
of finne, teaching cuery 
finne notto be damnable, 
nor to offend Gods infi> | 
nite juſtice, erring (l ſay) 
ina theſe two, how is it pol- 
fible they ſhould conceiue 

aright the nature of rc- 

pentance ? by which a 

man ſceing hisfinnes,their 

fouleneſſe, their puniſh- 
ment, and tis owne mile- 

1 
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rie by them, confeſſerth 
them, bewailes them, fea- 
riog Gods iuftice, flieth 
from K, and craues for- 
giucnefſe of his mercy : 
and laſtly purpoſeth, and 
indenoureth to leaue the 
all, andtoleadeanew lite, 
The ſ(crious conſtderati- 
on heereof, hath often 
made mee wonder, why 
many popith treatiſes, be- 
ing in ſome ſort exhorta- 
tions to repetance, ſhould 
beſoaccounted of asthey 
are by ſome : forthough I 
confeſſe, there are in 
ſome of them, goodand 
wholcſome meditations, 


and manye motiues 


A 5 to 


Tho Epifll 
to mortification . & good 
life, yer woulde I g/adly 
learne of any man but this 
onerhing, howe thoſe ex- 
hortrations can bee pithie, 
or powerfull, found, ora- . 
ny way ſufficieat to moue 
a man to repentance, whe 
as, not thoſe bookes, nor 
all Poperie 1s able to 
teach a man ſufficiently 
what true repcatance 
IS. 

Ifany manreply: I will 
therefore learne the doc- 
trine out of the Prote- 
ſtants bookcs : and vie 
the Papiſts for exhortati- 
ononely: Ithen anſwere; 
Is it nota morc compen- 
dious 
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dious, andconuenient, 
and a lefle ſcandalous 
courſe, to lecke exhortatis 
ons out of ſuch writers, as 
do teach the dogrine a- 
right? nay I doubt howeit 


15 poſſible to finde a pow 


ertull exhortation to re- 
pentance in any Papiſt, 
who erres inthe DoQrine: 
the reaſon is maniteſt, be- 
cauſe Dodtrine is the 
ground of cxhortatton : 
anditthe dodtrine bee va- 
ſound, how canthe exhor. 
tation beeany better? Let 
ys thcrefore leaue theſe 
muddic puddles, and 
fette our water at the 


Fountaine ; tne water 
of 


The Epilte 


of life, atthe fountaine of 
life : I meane the doctrine 
of faith, and repentanc?, 
at the written worde of 
God, and at ſuch mens 
writings as are grounded 
thereupon, and agreeable 
thereunto, 
Deering, Nowe, amongſt thoſe 
Greenha, many inſtrumentes of 
Bradford, God, who hauclaboured 
4162897). with profite in this great 
point of Religion : name- 
ly repentance, drawin 
their doctrine out of the 
breaſts, of the two Teſta. 
mens of Gods booke, I 
may well ſay, (to ſay no 
more) that this man of 
G O D, Maiſter Perkives, 
dc» 


Dedicatorit. 


deſeru's to haue his 
lace : whole labours, 
whileſt heliued, and his 
yerliuing labours, what 
they deſcrue, I had rather 
ethers ſhould proclaime, 
then I once name : who 
profef]e my ſelte tobe one 
of thoſe many, who many 
truly ſay, that by the grace 
of God, and his good 
meanes principally, Iam 
that I am : But leauing 
him inthat glorious man- 
fion, which Chriſt the 
Lord of rhe Harueſt hath 
prepared for him : and 
now giuen him: I returne 
to my ſelfe, and doc hum- 
bly praiſethe Lord ot hea- 
ucn, 


| T he Epifile 
u*n, who gaue mee my 
timeinthe Vniuctſitic, in 
thoſe happie daies, where- 
in) befide many worthy 
men of Gnd, whereof 
ſum<arcfalneaſleepe,and 
ſome remaine aliue vnto 
this day )this holy man did 
ſpend himſclte like a can- 
dle, to giue light vnto 0- 
thers. 

The ſcope of all his god- 
ly endeuours was to teach 
Chriſt leſus, and him cruci-" 
fied, and muci) labuured 
tomoueall men eo repen- 
tance, that as our know. 
ledge hath made Popcrie 
aſhamed of their 1gno- 
rance : {0 our holy liucs 
might 
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might honour our holy 
p:otcfhon, And asrepen- 
cance was one of the prin- 
cipall endes, both ot his 
continuall preaching and 
writing : ſocſpeciallyand 
purpoſely hath hee twile 
dealte in that Arg 
ment. 

Firft, in his Treatiſe of 
Repentance : publiſhed, 
IsS92. wherein briefly 
(as his manner was). but 
ſoundly, pithily, and fee» 
lingly, helaicth down the 
Dodrine, and the very 
nature of Repentance : 
and after the politiue 
Dotrine, hee toucheth 
ſomes of the principall 
C9D1 


The Epiſile 
controuetſics and difficul. 
ties in that doctrine, but 
afterwards thinking with 
himſclfe, that t.ce had not 
ſeriouſly and forcibly e- 
nough, v:ged ſo great and 
neccflarie a leffon as Re- 
pentance is, therefore 
ſhortly after, being defi- 
red and called to the du- 
tic of Preaching, in that 
great, andgenerall aſſem. 
bly at Strrbridge Faire, hee 
thought it a fit time, for 
this neceflarie and gene. 
rall exhortation to Re- 
pentance : to the intenr, 
that as wee were taught 
the Dodrine of Repen- 
tance, inthe former trea- 
tile: 
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tiſe : ſo in theſe Sermons 
wee mightbe ſtirred vpto 
the practiſe ot it, Andcers 
tainly,(good Sir :) liudge 
there coulde hauc beene 
no matter, more firte for 
that aſſembly, then an cx- 
hortation to repentance : 
for as the audience was 
great and generall, of all 
forts, {:xcs. ages and cal. 
lings of men, and ?fſrms» 
bled our of many corners 
of this kingdome, lo is 
this doctrine generall for 
a!l: ſome doctrines are for 
parents,ſome for children, 
ſome for ſchollers, ſome 
for tradeſ.men, ſome for 
men, ſome tor women, 
but 
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but repentance is for all: 
without which,it may bee 
ſaideotall, and eucry one 
of age, notone excepted ; 
No Repentance, no [alua- 
tion. 

Theſe Sermons being 
in my hands, and not de- 
tiucredto mee from hand 
to hand, but take with this 
hand of mine, from his 
own mouth,werethought 
worthy for the excel|Ecie, 
and fit for the genecralirie 
of the matter, to bee ofte. 
red tothe pubiique view : 
I haue alſo other works of 
his in my hands: of wh:ch 
(beirig many,) I con{eite 
my felfe to be but the kee- 


per 
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per for the time, taking 
my ſelfe bound to keepe 
the ately, to the benefte 
of Guds church, of whoſe 
treaſure ypon earth I mike 
no queſtion, but they are 
a pait: and [ hartily deſire 
you (my good friendes) 
andall other faithtul Chris 
ſtians, to ſolicite the Lord 
ia praier for me,thatTI may 
faithfully diſcharge my 
ſclfe of that great charge 
which in this reſpect lieth 
vp0 me: & that his grace & 
b!: ſing may beon meand 
2!] others, who are to bee 
imployed in this feruice, 
wheicin (had the Lord 
ſv picaled) wee couide 
hcaruly 


The Epiflie 
heartily haue wiſhed ne+ 
uer to haue bene imploy- 
cd : but that hislife mighe 
haue caſed vs of the la» 
bour : and that as I begin 
with this, ſo I, or ſome 0- 
ther better able (which I 
rather defire) may goctor. 
ward, vndertaxing the 
weight of this great bur. 
then, andnot faint, till he 
haue made a faithfull ac- 
count te the Church of 
God,ufall the Iewels deli- 
ucred co our truſt, 

And nowe thcſe firſt 
fruites of my labours, in 
another mans vine yard, 
as alſo all that hercaſter 
do or may follow, [hum- 
bly 
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bly conſecrate to the bleſ. 

ſed ſpouſe of Chriſt Ieſus, 

the holy Church of God 

on carth, and namely to 

the Church of England, 

our beloued mother, who 

may reioyce, that ſhee was 

the mother of ſuch a ſon, 
whoin feweyearcs did ſo faifter 
much good to the pub- 4 erkings, 
lique caule of rcligion, as = _ 
the-wickedneſle of many - | 
yeares ſhall not beeableto 4. 
weare out, But firft ofall, 

and eſpecially, I 'preſent 

the ſame vnco youuſmyvec- 

ry worſhipfull and Chri- 
ſtian friendes) who(T muſt 
needes ſay) are v:ry wor. 
thy of itin many reſp*:, 
1.For 
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1."or the matter it (cle, 
which is repentance, my 
ſeife beivg adle; to teftifice, 
that you arc not hearers, 
bur duoers, riſc in know. 
ledge, andrijc inthe prac- 
tiicotRepentance : inf.-- 
much as. .I 'dare trom the ; 
tcſtimonie of my: conſci. 
ence, aadinthe wourdof a 
| Miniſter, pronvſig; of yau 

_ tharasyouhauchca,dand 
 knowne this- db@rine of 
repen'ance,fo bl]. d are 
yau, fqr yow {06H}. |» 
-  Andaiforhim xho was 
theauthor tiercof {whole 
monih ſpake it {1©-m the 
feeling of his {+ ule ,'and 
whok loule is nvw bound 
vp 
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yp in the bundle of life : 
I know, & cannot in good 
conſcience conceale the 
greatdelight you haucal- 
waics had in the reading 
of his books, the reuerend 
opinion, you had of him 
liuing,& how heauily and 
paſſonarely, you took his 
death & dc<parture : there- 
fore to cheare yu vp in 
want of him, ! ſend yu 
here this little bo'+ke,, his 
own chil 1, begott. nia his 
life time, bat borne after 
his death 4 - obſcrie it 
well, and you ſhall 1.:4e 
it, not'valik? clic father, 


yea, you ſhail di'c-rnejn 


it the fathers (piric, 41d it 
| doubts 
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doubts not, but to finde 
entertainment with them, 
of whom the father was fo 
wellrefpeRted, 

And tor my ſelfe,I (pare 
to reh-aric what intereſt 
you hau*cin me,andall my 
labours, it is no morethen 
you worthily deſcrue, and 
hall haue in me for cuer: 
you are the faireft lows 
ers in this garden, which 
ia this place, T after others 
hate planted forthe Lord 
(or rather God by v5): 
And two principall petrls 
inthat Crowne, which I 
hope for, at the laſt day 
from the Lord my God, 


whoſc wordat my mouth 
you 


e 


z;s «= kl  .% -»> A 
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Wo. 
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ou haue receiued with 
wuchreuerence, and with 
ſuch profir, as it I had the 
Ike ſuccefle of my labours 
in others, I ſhould then 
neuer haue cauſe to ſay 
with the Prophet , I hauc 
laboured in vaine, &(pent 
my ſtrength in vaiac, but 
my iudgement is with the 
Lord, and my worke with 
my God. 

Andif i knew you nor, 
to bee ſuch as take more 
delightin doing well,then 
in hearing of it, I would 
proouc at large, what I 
haue ſpoken of you : yet 
gine me leaue to ſay that, 
which without opcn 
0 WIOng 
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wrong, I may not con- 
ceale, that beſide your 
care,knowledge, and god- 
ly zeale toreligion,and 0- 
ther duties of the firſt ta- 
bleto God himlelfe, your 
charitic and pictie to the 
necedie diſtrefled Chriſti- 
ans, athomeand abroad : 
your mercitull dealing 
with them, whoarec in 
your power ; your bene- 
uolence tolearning, and 
namely to ſome in the V- 
niuerſ1:ic, doall proclaime 
to the worlde thoſe your 
due prayſes: which I (well 
knowing your modeſties) 
doc ſpare once to name: 


neither would I haue (aide 
thus 


On" 
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thus much, were itnotſor 
this cold and barren age, 
wherein we liue, that ſo, 
when our preaching can- 
not moue, yet yourgodly 
examples might ſirre vp. 
Pardon me thetfore I pray 
you,& thinke it no wrong 
to-you, which is a benefit 


to Gods Church: Butgoc P/-11.16. 
forward in the ſtrength 42%-2- 


ofthe Lord your God, 6: 
hold on in that happie 
courſe you haue begun, *® 
be faithfull vnto the ende, 
the Lord wil! giue you 
the Crowne of life: 
fairhfull is hce, which 
hath promiſed, who will 
allo docit : proceede 
a2 (good 
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(good Sir) to honour | 


learning in your ſclfe and 


others, and religion eſpe. } 


cially, whichis the princi- 
pallearning, and proceede 
both of you, to practiſe 
religion in your owne per- 
ſons ; and in your family, 
hold on to ſhine before 


your familie, 2nd amongſt | 


the peop'e, where you 
dwel.,in zeale and ho!ines: 
holde on hereby, ft:llto 


ſham*-poperic , toſtoppe 
your enemies mouthes, 
and to honour that holy | 
religion, which you pro- 


is, tf 


fell, togaine comtort of | 


; 


ood conſcience to your 


{clucs, & aſſurance of cter- 
nall 


” ps K- wo £3 hk«sS  . mOH =Xs 
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nallreward: andlaſtly, to 
encourage mee in thoſe 
painefull dutics whichlye 
ypon mee : for I openly 
profeſle that your religi- 
ous zcale and loue of the 
truth, with inany other 
good helpes, are princt- 
pall encouragementes in 
my miniſterie, and eſpeci- 
all motiucs vato mec, to 
vndertake the charge of 
ublication, of {o many 
of the workes of this holy 
mandecealed. as may not 
in better manner be done 
by others. But I keepe you 
toolong fro nthis holy cx- 
hortation following , I 
therefore ſend you it, and 
a 3 I? 
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it to you, and from 
you, tothe Churcheof 
God:for I-Jarenot make it 
priuately yours and mine, 
whercin the whole church 
hath intercſt,as wellas we: 
It was Preacheda tn the 
fi-1-! bat it is worthy to be 
adaited into our hearts ? 
I found itinthe opt field, 
but vpon diligent viewe, 
finding it to bee Gods 
corne, anda parcell of his 
holy andimmortall ſecede, 
therefore I brought it 
home, as good corne dc- 
ſerues : Andas it is Gods 
corne,ſo in you, I defire all 
holy Chriſtians to lay it vp 
in Gods garners, thats, in 
their 
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m their hearts and ſoules; 
of And thus committing 
it | this little volume to your 
ec, reading, the matter to 
h |} your practiſe : you and 
-» | yours,tothebleſſedfauour 
ce | ofthatGod, whome you 
C ſcrue:and my ſelfe and my 
. endeuours, to your hartie 
I, loue, and holy prayers, I 
J take leaue : Frem my ſtu, 
p dic; Angnſt.7.1607. 
$ 
I Yours in Chrift Ieſus, 
e ener aſſured, 


William C:aſhawe. 
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IHgE. CHARAIS- 
tian Reader, and eſpe» 
cially to all fuch as hane 
any copies of the works 
of Maiftcy Perkins,or 


incend anv of them 
to the Pretle, 


0” aſmuch as there hath 
|- beene lately ſignification 
made, of diners of Mais 
#ler Perkins hs workes here- 
after to be Printed, in an E- 
piitle tothe Reader premiſed 
before the Treatiſe of Cal- 
lings, and that ſienification 
a5 being 
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being but general, might per - 
aduenture giue occal on to 
ſome, 10/et out ſome particn- 
lars (without the conſent of 
eMaiiter Perkins his «2ſ- 
(ignes) as imperfectly as are 
theſe two Bookes , intitnled, 
The Reformation of Co- 
_ uetouſnefle, and The Pra- 
Ciſe of Faith, iu#ly and 
truely (for oueht that 1 ſee) 
cenſuredin the aforeſaide E- 
piftle, It is therefore nowe 
thouzht good, tomention the 
particular Treatiſes, and 
workes of his, which ſhall 
hereafter (if Ged will ) bee 
publifhed, fer the benefite of 
Gods Church : I doe there- 
fore heercby make knowne 10 
all, 


(| 


| 


| 
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all, whome it any way may 
concerne, that there were 
foundin the Studie of the at- 
ceaſed, and are in the hands 
of his Executours, or Aſ- 
ſenes, and pregarine for the 
Preſſe. 

1. Hu Expoſitions on the E- 
piftle tothe Gatathians. 

2. On the Epifleof [ude, 

2. His Booke of the Caſes of 

* Gonſcience, 

3.Hig Treatiſes, r.Of Wi'ch- 
craft.2.0f Caliings. 

All theſe hee had peru- 
ſed himſefe, and made them 
ready for the Preſſe, ac- 
cording to which Coppies 
by himſelfe ſo corredted, 
ſome of them alreadie ave, 

and 
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and the reſt will bee vubliſhed 
in duc time, And her.v;on 
wee deſire all men who haut 
Coppies ofthem, not '0 offer 
that wrozg 10 that worthy 
man of God, as topubiiſhany 
of therr owne, ſeeing the cop - 
pies hcereof which are 10 bee 
Printed, areof hi owne cor - 
reacting : but rather if they 
can helpe t9 make any of them 
more perfect by their Copyies, 
they may therein dooe a 200d 
worke to the benefit of mante, 
and much comfort to them- 
ſelnes, 

eandfurther, I doe heere- 
by make knowne 5 that I hane 
in my hands at this preſent 
of Lis workes , taken from his 
euth, 
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mouth , with my owne hand, 
heerealter (if God will) robee 


publiſhed, with the allowance 


of onr Church, and for the be. 
nefite of his Children , theſe 
particuiars, 

1. Hi Expoſitions or Rea: 
dinzs oaths 101. pſalme, 

2. Onthe ; 2.P[alme, 

3, Onthe 11.chapt. tothe 
Hebrewes, 

4.9» ther 2 and3.Chih, 
of the Renelation, 

5, Onthe5.4.0 7. 0949t, 
of Saimt Matthewe, 

2.His conſutation of Ca 
nifus, hs little Popiſh Cate. 
chiſm?. 

3. His Treatiſes, 1,0Of [- 
m4zinations, out of Gen,s.2. 


2.0f 
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2. Of temptations, ont of 
Mathew.4. 

3. Of Chriftian equi- 
tie, out of Phillipptans, 


F+3» 

4. Of the Callings of the 
CHMiniitery, out of two places 
of Scriptare. 

5. Of Repentance, ont of 
Zephaniahe.z2.r. 

Beſides many other parti- 
cenlar Sermons, and ſhort diſ. 
courſes made won ſenerall, 
and ſpecial occaſions : of all 
which, ſome are alreadie pub. 
liſhed by others, and [ome by 
my ſelfe : and all the reft that 

remaine , 4s they bethe Tew. 
els of Goas Charch, ſo did! 
wilinely aecdicate them to 
the 


j 
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TotheReader. 


the publique and general 
200d, Inaging it were 4 foul: 

ſt nne m mee, or any other, to 
impropriate 18 our ſannes, or 
our owne frinate vſe, the la. 

bours of This, or any other 
learned ma ', whi h are in 
ray opinion, partes of the 
Trealuric of the militant 
Charch : Andasitwere 
wrong to the Church, sf 
I ſhould conceale them, ſo 
doubtleſſe were it to him and 
his chilaren, if I ſhould pub. 
liſhthem for mine owne alone, 
and not for their benefite. 
If Idoe, 1 thinke it may bee 

inftly ſaide nts me2, or 

whoſoeuer doeth ſo, Thy 


money periſh with thes. 
And 


—_—— " hoag _ 
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To the Reader. 


And what herein 1 haue ſaide 
or my ſelfe : 1 knowe 1 may 
boldely and /afely jo, {or hs 
Execiutours or eAſs1pnes N 
which hane or had in their 
hanaes , anie of thoſe which 
were found in ht Studie : In 
thepubliſhinz of all which, as 
wee ave intend 10 acale truely 
wih the Chriitian Reader, 
and not to commit anie thing 
$0 th: Preſſe , which hath not 
eyther beene written or cor - 
rected , by the Author bim- 
fſelfe , or faithfullie pznned 
according to the irueſt Cep- 
pies , taken from hu owne 
mouth, aud ſince by others of 
ſufficiency andmiegritie , di. 
ligently peruſed: ſome purpoſe 
Io 


. 


otne Þ Ceader, 


10 referre them 10 the benefit 
of the-Authours wife and 
children, as much a« may be, 
wiſhing 1hat vpon this Ca. 
ucat, men would not bee ſo 
ha#tie (4s ſome haue beene) to 
commend to the world, their 
ynpertet notes, wpom 4 
baſe deſire of 4 little gaine, 
both to hinaer the common 


good of the Charch;and to de- 


| fraudthe ſaid parties of their 


prinate benefite, to whom in 


all equitie and conſcience , it 
doth principally appertaine : 
And deſiring all who hane 4- 
ny perfect Copies of ſuch 4s 
are in my owne hands, that 
they would etther heipe mee 
with theirs, or rather take 
mine 


_ m_ 5 _ > _ 
— -—— © An —_— ee erm <P at, _ = 
= ” - = = : T — 


mine #0 helpe them, T hat b) 
our ioynt power, and our for.- 
ces laige together ; thewalles 
of this worthy building, may | 
g1ewp the fayrer, avatheſa. | 
Her. And ſo 1 commend them | 
allto Geds bleſing, who en. | 
« Menonr to commend them. | 
ſelnes,andtheir labonrs, 
10 God and tohy 
Charch, 


Your brother in 
the Lord, 


W. Go 
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AN EXHO R- 


tation tO Repene 
tance. 


+ Zephoniah. Chap.z. ver. 1.2. 


| Searche your ſelues,enen ſearche 


ou0 Nation,not worthy to be 
beloued : before the Decree 
come forth , and you bee 4s 
Chaſfe, that paſſeth on a day. 


T2 Prophet in the firſt 
Chapter of this Prophe- 
ſie , rebuketh the Jewes of 
three notable crimes, Idola- 
trie,fraude, and crueltic. In 
this ſecond he exhorts them 
to Repentance, and withall 

B reproucth 
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reprooucth ſome of their ſpe- 
ciall finncs. In the three #0 
verles hee propoundeth the 
doctrine of Repentance, and 
addeth ſome ſpeciall rcafons 
to mooue and ſtirre them vp 
to the practiſe of it. In pro- 
pounding the dofrine of re- 
pentance, he direAs it totwo 
forts of men. Firſ(t,to the 0b- 
ſtinate and impenitentlewes, 
in the firſt and ſecond verſes, 
Secondly, to the better forte 
of them,in the third. Sothat 
the ſumme and ſubſtance of 
theſe twoo firſt verlcs , is a 
bricfe and ſummaric pro- 
pounding of the dodrine of 
Repentance to the obſtinate 
Iewes. The wordes con- 
taine in them fiuc ſcuerall 
points,touching thedorine 


of Repentance. 
"Ph :.The 
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x. Thedutieto bee perfor- 


med, Search. 
2. Who mult be ſcarched? 


Jour [elxes, 


;. Who muſt doc it? The 
Iewes : who are further dc- 
(cribed to bc a ration, not wor- 
thy to be beloved of God, Theſe 
arc in the hr(t ycrle. 

4. In the ſecond verſe, the 
time limitting them when to 
repent, before the decree come 


forth: that 18, before God put 


in exccution the judgements 
which are alreadic decreed & 
appointed forthem, 

5 A forcible rcaſon vrging 
them todoit,which licth hid, 
and isnecellarilic implyed in 
the 4. pointe ; namely , that 
there 1s a decree againit them, 
which wanrsnothing but cxc- 
cution,which alſo ſhall come, 
B 2 Vs 
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vnleſle they repent , wherby 
they ſhal be fanned: & if they 
ſhal be found to be chaft,they 
ſhal flieaway with the winde 
of Gods iuſtice, Ofall theſe 
oints in order, 
For the firſt , the holy 
Ghoſt faith z Search your 
ſelues. The wordes are com- 
monly read thus. Gather your 
ſelues ; which though it bec 
good, for that in Repentance 
a man gathereth himſclfe, & 
all his wits together , which 
afore were diſperſed, & wan- 
dred yp and downe in vani- 
tic : yet Irather allowe their 
tranſlation who rcade thus. 
Search or fanne Jour [elnes: but 
cither of them mayſtand, be- 
cauſe the word in the origi- 
nall doth comprehend both 
ſignifications; yetit ſcemeth 
thatto ſcarch,or lift, hits this 
place 
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place better, conlidering tae 
{ame manner of ſpeech is af- 
terwardes continued in the 
word Che: lo that the mea- 
ning of the holy Ghoſt ſce- 
meth to be this: Search, try, 
and fanne your ſclues, leatt 
you bee found liglet chatte, 
and ſoflie away and be con- 
ſumed before the Juſtice of 
God. 

Concerning this dutic £ 
ſcarching,let vs obſcrue firſt, 
that the holy Ghoſt vrging 
the Iewes to repent, victh 
not the word Repentance, 
but bids them ſearch them- 
ſclues: yer meaning, he wold 
hauethem to repent: giuing 
vs to vnderſtand , that no 
man can haue true & ſound 
repentance, buthe who hath 
firlt of all ſearched and cx- 
B 3 amined 


aw. 
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amined him fclte : and this 
{tands with good realon , for 
NQ Man can repent, who: tir(t 
of all docth not knowe him- 
{cltc, and his owne wretchcd- 
ncs. But no man can lccinto 
himfcltc,nor know himſcltec, 
but hee that docth diligentlic 
{carch hiniſclfc : fo that the 
beginning of all gracc,is for a 
man to ſcarch, & tric, and tan 
fcltc, that ther by he may 
nowe what is in himſclſc: 
that ſo vpon the ſcarche,fce- 
ing his fcarctull and damna- 
ble eſtate, hee may forlake 
himſelfe and his owne waves, 
and turne tothe Lord. Thus 
ſpeaketh the holic Ghoſt in 
the hcartcs of holic men ; 
Let ws ſearche aud tre Js 
wayes * and marke what fol- 
low «th; and turne araine tothe 
Lord: 
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Lord : as though there were 
no turning againe vnto the 
Lord,but after a (carching of 
our ſelucs. With this te(ti- 
mony of the holy Ghoſt, a- 
erceth the teſtimonic of all 
holy mens conſciences, who 
all know,that the firſt begin- 
ning of their turning vnto 
the Lordc, wasaſcarching of 
themſclues, Letany repen- 
tant ſinner aske his conſci- 
ence,& call to minde his fir(t 
calling and conuerlion, and 
hee will remember that the 
frlt thing in his Repentance 
was this; that he ſcarched in- 
to himfelfe , and lovuked nar- 
rowly into his waycs,and fin- 
ding his wavcs dangerous, & 
his caſe tearful,did thervpore 
folue to take a new _—_ , & 
eurn to the Lord for pards & 
B 4 mer- 
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mercy, and for grace toenter 
into more holic , and more 
comfortable courles. 

The man that pailcth vp- 
onridges of mountaines,and 
ſides of hills,or that goeth o- 
ucr a narrow bridge, or ſome 
dangerous and (teepe rocks, 
at midnight, fcarcth not be- 
cauſe he feeth no danger: but 
bring the ſame man , inthe 
morning,and let him ſee the 

narrowe bridge, hee went 0- 
vcr in the night,vnder which 
runnesa violent ſtreame,and 
a bottomletle gulfe, and the 
daungerous Mountaines and 
Rockes hee palled ouer , and 
hee will woonderat his owne 
boldenetle , and ſhrincke 
for feare to thinke of it , and 
will by no mecancs venture 
the ſame way againe : for 
now 
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now he ſeeth the height of 
the Mountaines; the (teepe- 
neſle of the hils , the craggi- 
nelle of the Rocks, the feare- 
full downfall, and the furious 
violence of the ſtreame vn- 
derneath, and thereby feeth 
the extreame danger, which 
afore he fawnot:therefore he 
wondreth , and rcioyceth, 
that hee hath cſcaped ſo 
great a daunger ;z and will 
by no incancs bee drawne to 
goe that wayc in the day, 
which he went mc carclel-- 
ly in the darkneile of the 
night, but ſecketh another 
way (though it ſhould bee far 
about:) Soa ſinner in his firſt 
eltate, which is naturall and 
corrupt (as wee are bred and 
bornce)hath a vaile beforc his 
face;lo that heſeeth nothing: 
B 5 the 
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the wrath of God, and the 
curſe duc for {in,ficll, & dam- 
nation, {ccking to deuoure 
him , hee feeth them not , al- 
though (ling alwaics in lin) 
he walketh in the very iawcs 
of hell it (clfe,and becauſe he 
ſceth not this fcarcfull daun- 
gcr, therefore he retuſeth no 
{1n atall,butruſheth ſecurely 
intoall manner of finnc : che 
night of impenitencic, and 
the my(t of-ignoraunce, (v 
blinding hiseyes,that hee (c- 
cth not the narrow bridge of 
chis life, trom which if hce 
flyde, hee falles immediatc- 
ly into the bottomlctle pitte 
of hcil. 

But when as Gods Spirit 
hath by the I ight of Gods 
word opencd his cyes , and 
toucked his heart to conſider 


his 
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his eſtate, then hee ſecth the 
fraile bridge of this narrowe 
like, and howe little a ſteppe 
there is betweene him and 
damnation ; then hee f(ceth 
hell opendue for his ſinncs, 
and himſcltc in the high-way 
toit: {inne becing the crags 
gy rockc,and hell the gaping 
gulfc vnder it ; this life bee- 
ing the narrowe bridge, and 
damnation the [{treame that 
runneth vnder it. 

Then he wondereth at his 
miſcrable eſtate , admircth 
the mercie of GOD in kee- 
ping him from falling into 
the bottome ot hell , wonde- 
reth at the preſumptuous 
' boldneſle of his corruption, 
which ſoſecurely plodded on 
towards deſtruction, and be 
ing aſhamed of himſelfe, 
and 
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and theſe his wayes,he turnes 
his heart to the God that ſa- 
ued him from theſe dangers ; 
and (ſcts himſelfe into more 
holie wayes , and morc com- 
fortable courſes, and confel(- 
{cth that ignorice made him 

bold,and blindnes made him 

ſo preſumptuous ; butnowe 
he fecth the danger,& will by 
no meanes goc the ſame way 

againe: & thus *'1e ſearching 
and fecing into the foulencs 

of {inne,and the danger ther- 
of, isthe firſt beginning of 
repentance,and the fir(t (tep 

into grace. 

This doqrine teacheth vs 
what faith and repentance is 
generally in the world, All 
men lay, they belicue, and 
hauerepented long ago ; but 
fric itwell,and wee ſhall finde 

in 
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in the bodic of our Nation, 
but a lippe Faith , and alippe 
Repentance : for eucn when 
they ſay (o,they are blind and 
ignorant of their own eſtate, 
and knowe not themſclues, 
that becaule they are bapti- 
zed and liuc in the Church, 
therefore they are in Gods fa- 
uour, & in vecric goodeltate, 
when as they neuer yct were 
reconciled to God: and are ſo 
farre trom it,that they neuer 
yet (awe anic {innes in them- 
ſclucs, whereof they ſhould 
repent:asa man trauclling in 
the night, ſeethno daunger, 
but plods on without feare : 
$o the molt part of our com- 
mon people, in the night of 
their ignorance, thinkeand 


preſume they loue and feare 
GoJ, 


tz 
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God, andlouc their Neigh” 
bour ; and that they haue c” 
ucr done ſo : Nay, itis the 
common opinion that a man 
may doc ſo by nature , and 
that he is not worthy to liue, 
who doth not loue God with 
all his heart : and belecue in 
Teſuws ChrifF, But alas poorc 
{imple ſoules , they ncuer 
knewe what ſinne was, ncuer 
ſcarched nor fawe into their 
owne hearts , with the light 
of Gods law, for if they had, 
they ſhould hauec fſeene ſuch 
a Sca of corruption , that 
then they woulde confelle it 
to be the harde(t thing in the 
world, to louc God, & to bc- 
lecue in Chriſt , and forlake 
ſinne : it is therefore mani- 
felt , that they have not yet 
begunne to Belecuc or Re- 
pent, 
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zent , nor haue cntered into 
the firlt ſtepof grace, which 
leadeth to Repentance , for 
that they hauc not learned 
this Leflon , which the Pro- 
phet teacheth : that is , to 
ſearch thera/elues. 
Furth-rmore, let vs inthe 
ſccond place, obſcrue better 
the gnitication of the word: 
it fignificth to ſcarche nar- 
rowcly, as a man would doe 
for a peece of Gold, or a pre- 
cious lewell , which is loſt in 
a great houſe : Or as a man 
may ſearche for Golde in a 
Mine of the earth, where is 
much carth, and butvery lit- 
tle golde Oare. 

Heere wee may learne, 
that in true Repentance, and 
conuerlion , wee mult not 
{carchfooncly,as ts find the 

groilc 
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grollc and " pablc ſinnes of 


ourliucs : but ſo as wee may 
findethoſe ſinnes which the 
world accounts letlcr linnes, 
andecſpic our ſecret faults & 
priuie corruptions. Some 
corruptios ſceme more neere 
a kin of our nature, & there- 
in men hope to bee exculcd, 
when they forfſake many 0- 
ther greater ſinnes. But atruc 

enitent (inner mult fearch 
> ſuch, fo as a good Magi- 
ſtrate ſcarcheth fora lurking 
traitor which is conucied in- 
tolome cloſe and ſecret cor- 
ner,and he mult ranlacke his 
heart for ſuch corruptions, 
as wherin his ncart takes fpe- 
ciall delight,and mult thinke 
that no ſftanecan be (o ſmall, 
but it is too great to bee ſpa- 
red, and that cucry fin great 
OF 
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or litle,muſt be ſearched for, 
as becingall traitors to Gods 
Maicltie. 

But alas, the practiſc ofthe 
world is far othcrwiſe , great 
linnes are little finnes, little 
linnes areno linnes : Nay,at- 
ter a little cuſtome,great lins 
areſo little or nothing,and fo 
atlaſt men make no bones of 
groſle and gricuous linnes: 
and for the moſt parte men 
ſearch ſo ſuperficiallic , that 
they ſcarce findeanything to 
be linnes : ſuch excuſes are 
made, ſuch diſtinions are 
dcuilſed , ſuch mittigations, 
ſuch qualifications , ſuch co- 
loursare caſt vponall (ins; as 
now vp & downe the world , 
grolle linnes are called into 
—_ , Whether they bee 
ins or no ; & the great tran» 
grelſions 
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greſſions of the Law are cofi- 
red ſmall matters, necellaric 
euils,or inconuecniences, tol. 
lerated to auoyd other cuils: 
and what is hee counted , but 


a curious and preciſc toole, 


which ſtands vpon them: Ig- 
norance after / wa and thirtic 
ycarcs preaching, is counted 
no {inne,blinde deuotion in 
Gods {cruice, no linne, lippe 
labour in praying, vaine and 
cultomableſwearing , moc- 
king of religion,and the pro- 
feilcurs thereof ,. no linne : 
prophaning of the Sabbaoth, 
contemning of preachers, a- 
buling of parentes.no ſinne : 
pride inapparcll, ſuperfluitie 
in meates , beaſtly & ordina- 
ric drankennes, fornication, 
no linnes; Nay,deccits,cofo- 
nages, oppreſling,vſurie,no- 
torious 
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torious hriberic , and couc- 
rouſacilc,that mother linne ; 
theſe are counted no linnes : 
choſe beames are made but 
moatcs by prophanc inen, & 
they are ſo minced and car- 
ucd, or there is fomeſuch ne- 
ce{ſitic of them,or ſyume ſuch 
other flouriſh or varniſh muſt 
bee caſt vpon them, as that 
they are little or none at all, 
Alas,alas,is not that a ſimple 
and a filly ſcarche where ſuch 
blockes as theſc are, lye vnel- 
pyed ? what are moul-hilles, 
when ſuch mountains are not 
ſcene? Moatcs wil be little re- 
garded , where fuch beames 
zre not diſcerned: but it is 
cleere, that therefore there is 
no true tryall , nor diligent 
{earch made:for a truc coucrt 
wil (carch his hart for all,and 
| will 
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will ſpare none : He deales in 
{carching his own heart, as a 
good tuſſice of peace in ſcar- 
ching for Traitors or Scmi- 
naric Prieſts, Hee ſeckes not 
ſuperhcially , but moſt ex- 
atly, & leaucth neuer a cor- 
ner vnſoughr,and he thinkes 
great {linnes to be infinit, and 
little ſinnes great, and jud- 
geth nofin ſo ſmall, but that 
it deſeructh the anger of 
God, and therefore he won- 
ders at the mercy of God, 
which throwes vs not all 
downe to hell in a moment: 
and hee cricth out with holy 
Jeremie:. It is the Lords mercie 
that wee are not conſumed. A- 
way then with this ſuperfici- 
all and hypocriticall ſcarch, 
where ſo many lins are ſpa- 
redand not found out. It is 
Pharifaicall, 
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Phariſaicall, for cuen ſo the 
Pharilic, when he came into 
the Temple to recken with 
God, and to tell what Tray- 
tors hee hadde found, that is, 
| what (ins vpon good ſearch 
| hehadeſpied,he returnes his 
| —- _$_-- well, hee hath 
| foundneuera one, but begins 
to thank God that he was (o 
| good, & ſo good, and not fo 
- 11, andfoill, noryetlikethe 
 Publicane, The world is full 
of Phariſies, not onely the 
- Popiſh Churche , but cucn 

our Church ſwarmes with 
" theſe ſuperhiciall ſearches, 
who cannot(becauſc they wil 
not,) findeany inne to pre- 
ſcentvnto God, Men thinke 
in the countrey , a Church 
' Officer hazards his Oath, 
if he preſent all well, and fin- 
deth 
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dethno faulte in his pariſh, 
to preſent as puniſhable to 
the Ordinary: for men think 
it vnpoſhible , that there 
ſhou!ld bee none in a whole 
pariſh: then how doth that 
man hazard his owne ſouls 
who bcing made oucrſcer & 
ſcarcher of his hrart, findes 
nothing in itto-preſent to the 
Lord. For it is no more Ca- 
lic to eſpye outward and ac- 
tuall tranſgreſhons in a 
whole pariſh,then it is to find 
a heape of corruptions in a 
mans heart, if a man will 
ſcarch intothe bottome of it 
with the light of Gods lawc. 
Therefore when the Lord 
comes and keepes his vilita- 
tion , what ſhall become of 
ſuch a man, but to vndergoc 
the ſtrict & ſeucre ſcarch of 


the 
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the Almightic , becauſc hee 
would not ſcarch himſelfe? 
Our bodies & liucs arc free 
fro Spaniſh /nqaifitzon (which 
is bne of the lalt proppes, 
which'Sathan hath lent the 
Pope, whercwith to vpholde 
his declining kingdome)and 
the Lord grant we may be c- 
ucr free from it. But in the 
meane time, that might put 
vs in mind howto dcalc with 
our corrupt heartes , and vn- 
mortificd affections, cucn to 
ercan Inguyſtion ouerthem, 
to lay in wayte forthem, to 
ſcarch them narrowly, and to 
victhem roughly: yca,to (ct 
our hearts vpon the racke of 


| Gods Lawec, that ſo it may 


4 confelle the ſecrete wicked- 
'+ neile of it : for the Pa- 
# Piſtes dove not thincke vs 


Pro- 
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Proteſtants,greater enemies 
totherr ſuperſtition,then the 
inwarde corruptions of our 
hearts, are to our ſaluation : 
therefore it may bee a godly 
pollicic for cucry man,cuen 
to cre an Inguiſitio oucr his 
owne heart and conſcience, 
and not to ſparc his molt ſc- 
cret & deareſt (ins, and ſuch 
as arc neereſt allyed to his 
owne nature : forthatis the 
true ſcarch heerecommaun- 
ded by the Prophet, & prac- 
tiled by all godlie and holic 
men:whena man purpolſcth 
to finde all that arc, & to e(- 
pic cuen all his ſinnes : for a 
godly man is nener ſatisfied 
in hisſcarche, but (till, the 
more he findes, hee ſulpets 
the more are (till behinde:: 
and therefore he continueth 
ſcar- 
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ing his owne heart all his life 
long : Therefore let cucrie 


piotcflor leoke to it betwixt 


| God and his conſcience, that 
he dallienot with himſelte 1n 
this caſc : for if hee doc,then 
: when God comes with his 
4 priuic ſcarche,his hypocrilie 
. ſhall bee diſcoucred, and his 
1 nakednes ſhaloe laid open in 
og the view of men,and Angels: 
= co his ctetnall confuſion, 

"Þ Thirdly, Search , faith the 
oa Prophet, butnot ſo content: 
ie hee forceth it againe , Pre 
h ſerch jou, 1n thus repeating 
"1 and vrging this cxhortation, 
; the holie Ghoſt giues them 
-d and vsto vnderſtanJ,that the 
he true ſearching of a mans 
to heart, and life, is a dutic of-a 
way great moment , and ſpecial 


th = neccflity: therefore he leaues 
G It 
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Proteſtants,greater enemies 
cotheir ſuperſtition,then the 
inwarde corruptions of our 
hearts, are to our ſaluation : 
therefore it may bee a godly 
pollicic for cucry man,cuen 
to cre an Iquiſitio oucr his 
owne heart and conſcience, 
and not to ſparc his molt ſc- 
cret & deareſt (ins, and ſuch 
as arc neereft allyed to his 
owne nature : forthat is the 
truc ſcarch heerecommaun- 
ded by the Prophet, & prac- 
tiled by all godlie and holic 
men:whena man purpoſcth 
to finde all that arc, & to c(- 
pic cuen all his {innes : for a 
godly man is nener ſatisfied 
in hisſcarche, but (till, the 
more he findes, hee ſuſpects 
the more are (till behinde:: 
and therefore he continueth 
ſcar- 
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ing his owne heart all hislifc 
long : Therefore lect cucric 
profcilor leoke to it betwixt 
God and his conſcience, that 
he dallienot with himlſclfe in 
this caſe : for it hee docythen 
when God comes with his 
priuic ſcarche,his hypocrilie 
ſhall bee diſcoucred , and his 
nakednes ſhalve iaid open in 
the view of men,and Angels: 
co his ctetnall confulion, 
Thirdly, Search , faith the 
Prophet, butnot ſo content: 
hee forceth it againe , Zrer 


ſe web you, 1n thus repeating 


and vrging this cxhortation, 
the holie Ghoſt giues chem 
and vsto vnderſtan\J,that the 
true ſcarching of a mans 
heart, and life, is a dutic of-a 
great moment , and ſpeciall 
neceflity: therefore he leaues 
GC It 
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It not after once naming it, 
but inforceth it the ſeconde 
time, as beeing no matter of 


neceſlitie: thereby ſhewing, 
that it is a principall dutic in 
Repentance, cuen the begin- 
ning and foundation of all 
ruc gracc, 

And further, it is a mcancs 
alſo to preuent Gods iudge- 


ments : for when men ſcarch - 


not themſclues , then God 
ſendes the fire of afflitions, 
and croſles to tric and ſearch 
them : but when they ſearch 
themſclues , then God - 
reth to ſcarche them by his 
juſt iudgements. 

Nowe in that this dutic of 
ſcarching, is both the begin- 
ning of all truc grace , and 


the mcanes to (tayc Gods 
judge- 


| 
indifterencie , but of great | 
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iudgements ,and therefore is 
ſo pithclic , and forceablic, 
vrged by the holie Ghoſt, it 
muſt teach vs all a nececllaric 
letſon:namely,to make great 
conſcience of ſcarching our 
(clues. Firſt , becauſe God 
hath ſo commanded , and we 
areto make conſcience of 0- 
bedienec to eueric comman- 
dement. Secondly, becauſe 
thereby we ſhall rcape two ſo 
great commodities , as firſt, 
therby we ſhal lay a ſure foun- 
dation for the good worke of 
grace in vs,and ſccondly,ſhal 
ſtay the hand of God, and his 
iudgements,from becing cx- 
ecuted vpon vs. Letvs ther- 
fore hcarken to this coun- 
file of the holie Ghoſt, let 
vs take the fanne of the Law, 
and therewith ſecarche and 
C2 win- 


- _ 
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winnow our hearts and liues. 
Our hearts for ſecret and hid- 
den corruptions. Ourliucs, 
for committing of euill, and 
omitting of good. Doc with 
your hcarts as men doe with 
their wheate : they will not 
lutfer thcir corneto lye long 
inthe chafe , leaſt the chatfe 
hurt it,but commuts irto the 
fannc , that the winde may 
ſeparate them: So the graces 
of God in our hearts arc but 
corne , our tinnes and cor- 
ruptions are chaffe : looke 
well, and thou ſhalt finde in 
thy (elfe much chafte , and 
but little corne : let notthen 
the chaftc lyc too long ming- 
led with the corne;, lelt it cor- 
ruptthe corne, Let notthy 
linnes Iyc mingled with the 


grace of God inthec, if thou 
doc, 
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doe, they will choke it in the 
endc , and ſodepriue thee of 
all grace , es rippe vp 
thy hcart,and looke intothy 
life, and when thou haſt {in- 
ned,enter intothy ſclfc, aske 
thy conſcience what thou 
haft done, and bee not quiet 
till thou haſt founde outthy 
fianc,and the fouleneſle of it: 
and neucr thinke that thou 
knowvelt anicthing in Religi- 
on, till thou knoweſt what is 
in thine owne heart, And 
what are in thy ſpeciall and 
pron corruptions , and 
ooke intothine owne faults, 
not witn a partiall eye, 
but with 4 cenforious , and 
a (traite iudgement , ſpare 
linne in no man , but cſpc- 
ciallie condemne it 1a thy 

ſelfe, 
C3; But 
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But alas, theſc times of ours, 
cric out of an other ſtate, for 
euen /eremues cale isours: We 
may complaine as hee did, 
No man repents hin of his wic- 
heanes,ſaying, what haue I done? 
the ſame is the force of our 
people, and the lickenefle of 
all Nations : that cucric man 
runnes on in his ſinnes,from 
{in to ſinne carcleſly : cuen as 
the barde horſe into the bat- 
taile. But howrarc athing is 
it, to findea man, that daylic 
ſcarcheth himſelfe , and cxa- 
mines how he liucs, and how 
the caſe ftandeth betwixte 
God and himſelfe : and that 
when hee hath done amille, 
entereth into the cloſet of 
his heart , and (trikes him- 
ſelfe vpon the breaſt, and dil- 
putes the caſe with himſelfe, 
laying; 


to Repentance. 21 
laying ; What haue I done? O 
what is this, that I gaue done 
againſt GOD, againlt his 
Church, and againſt my own 
ſoulc ? 

The want of this , is that 
which the Prophete com- 
plaines of in that place : not 
as though it was ſufficient 
thus to doc, ina mans owne 
conſcience: but becaulc it is 
a good beginning, and a ſtep 
to futther grace. For if a 
man did ſcrioufly thus deale 
with his conſcience after 
his linne , his conſcience 
woulde ſhape him ſuch an 
aunſwere , and woulde tell 
him ſo roundlic , what hee 
had done-, that hee woulde 
take heede, howe he did the 
ſame againe, and looke more 
narrowcely, and warilic to 
C 4 him- 
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bimſclfe all the daycs of his 
life. Sccing therefore it is fo 
neccllarie a dutic, Icreucry 
one of vscnduour the prac- 
tiſe of it, namely,to rippe and 
ra:ilacke our heartes , and to 
ſcarche our waycs vato tie 
bottome. 


Now for our better inſtru- 


Aion, and furtherancein the 
performance heereof : you 
muſt knowe that this Search 
is to bee made by the Law of 
God , for nothing clfe but 
Gods lawecan helpevs , and 
letvs ſee thatwhich we mutt 
fearch for: for if we ſearch Hy 
anie meanes, wee may feeke 
and ſearch longenough , cre 
wee finde anic thing that will 
bee matter of Repentance. 
Aske the Diuell, hee will tell 
thee all is well ,and that thou 
f as art 


a — 


to Repentance. I, 
aft in an excellenteſtate : and 
God loucs thee, and thouart 
ſure of heauen : this ſong the 
diucll alwayes linges for the 
moſt part,til a man comes to 
dic, for then hee appeares in 
his colours, but till then, hee 
laboures to (ing , and lull all 
men a ſleepe in the cradle of 


ſecurite, Aske your owne 


fleſh, and your owne heartes 
and natures , and they will 
aunſwere and ſay, that all is 
well and fafe , and thatwee 
haucbelecucd,and loued,and 
feared G OD all our dayes , 
AsKke the worlde, and men in 
the world : and they will an- 
{wcre, all is well ; and they 
will ſay further , that thou 
art a right good-fcllowe, and 
art worthe twentic . of theſe 
curious foolcs that ſticke vp- 
Cx on 
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on points,and ſtand vpon c1r- 
cumſtances, as ſwearing, and 
drinking , and good tellow- 
ſhip,and gaming, and ſuch o- 
ther nice and circum(ſtantiall 
points: thus wil worldly men 
aunſwerc: for thy prophanc 
courlc is acceptable to them, 
becauſe theedy thou appro- 
ucſt the ſame inthem. 
Nay,goc further, and aske 
all humaine Learning in the 
world, and it cannot tell thee 
what one finne is, nor what it 
is to offende God : ſo that 
there remaines onely the 
law of God, thelight where- 
of will diſcloſe the darkc- 
neſle of our heartes ; and the 
iuſtice whereof will reucale 
the righteouſneſſe and the 


peruerſcnefle of our Na- 


turcs : therefore to the 
Lawec 
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Lawe of G O D muſt wee 
flye to helpe vs in this 
ſcarch. 

And yct for our better 
helpein this dutic , and that 
there may bee nothing wan- 
ting to that ſoule , that ſce- 
keth God , therefore wee are 
further to knowe , that it wee 
will ſearche our (clues by the 
Lawe profitablic , wee mult 
marke three rules , the truth 
whereof valeile wee knowe, 
acknowledge, and fcele : wee 
ſhall ncuer ſce our owne c- 
ſtate, nor profit by this/carch, 
but plod on from fin to (in, 
vatill we plunge into hell. 

The firſt Rulc is , that e- 
ucrie man that came from 
Adam , (inned in the ſinne 
of Adam : thou muſt there. 
fore knowe , that his ſinne 


i” 
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in cating the forbidden fruit, 
was thy (1; nc: anJ1 thou {1n- 
nedit therein, as well as hee 
(though thou waſt then vn- 
bo:nc)and that thou art guil- 
tic of it before God,and mult 
aunfwere for it to Gods 1u- 
ſtice , valcile Chriſt doe it 
for thee. 
The reaſon heereof is, 
becauſe weeare his ſeede and 
oltcritie , wee were then in 
CES bene th- Father 
of vs all : and was not a pri- 
uate man as wee arc now, but 
a publike perſon, the pledge 
of all mankinde.and bare the 
pciſon of ys all atthat time ; 
therefore what hee did then, 
he diditfor himſclfe, and for 
vs: what coucnant God made 
with him, was made for him- 
ſclf & vs: what God promiſed 


him, 
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him,and hee to God, he pro- 
milcd for himſeitec, & for vs: 
what he recciued for himſelf, 
and for vs : and what hee gai- 
ned or lolt by his fall. he gai- 
ned & lolt for vs ,as for him- 
ſcife. Hee loſt the fauour of 
God , and original] puritic ; 
therefore he loſt it for all his 
poltcritic : gu'ltinetle, and 
Gods anger, and corruption 
of nature which hee gained, 
he got for vs all, as well as for 
himſcife. If we doubt of this 
pointe, it is prooucd by the 
Apoltle ; where the- holie 
Gno{t laith ; Sinne entred by 


one 14% , and death by finne ; Rom, $-I4+ 


and that ſinne went ener all , and 
that it went ouerall them,which 


ſinned not tn the likes tran 'preſſt- 


on with eA.;am, ( that 1s ,cucn 
our 
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our children)whoas they are 
borne, arc borne not onely 
tainted with original corrup- 
tion: but guilty alſo of Adams 
ſinne. This is a moſt certaine 
truth,thoghitſceemeltrange, 
for few men thinke of it, that 
euer they ſhall anwere for A- 
dams [inne : and therefore if 
anic obict , whatreaſon is 
there that I anſwere for ano- 
ther mans ſinne ? I anſwere, 
true, if it had beene Adams 
ſinne alone : but it was his 
and thine alſo: for hee was 
thy Father, and ſtood in thy 
roome : and thou alſo lince 
thou waſt borne , haſt con- 
firmed what hee did. 

Now therefore, though not 
one of many thinkes ſcriouſl- 
lie thereof : namely, that hee 
fhoulde ſtand guiltic of a 
linne 
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linne committed fiue thous 
ſand yearcs before hee was 
borne, yet ſeeing it is moſt 
true , both in Scripture and 
good reaſon : let cucrie man 
ſubſcribe in his conſcience 
to this Truth, And let this 
bee thy firſt Reſolution in 
this ſcarche , that thou (tan- 
deſt guiltic of Adoms tranl- 
greſſian, 

The (ccond rule to bee 
knowne is,that in cuery man 
is all ſinnes : more plainely, 
that in cucric man by nature 
arc the ſcedes of all (innes : 
and that not in the worſte, 
but in the beſt natured 
men : make choyſe of the 
beſt man , and the greateſt 
linne, and that worlt finne 
is to bee founde in that 
beſt man, It anic TT 
0 
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of this, let him conſider v hat 
originall finne is , namely, a 
corruption of the powers of 
our ſoules z and that not of 
ſome,or in part, but of all , & 
wholly. This corruptio hath 
two partes. Firlt, a want,not 
of ſome, but of all good in- 
clination, a want of all good- 
nes. Sccondly,a depriuation 
and pronenetlc, notto ſome, 
butto all cuil : & nota prenc- 
nes onely,but originall finne 
infuſeth into cucry mas heart 
the (cede of all corruption, 
Manic man (tand inuch vp- 
on their good meaning , and 
vpright heart , and bragge of 
a 200d nature : but thcy arc 
foulcly deceiued; for take the 
Civilc(t man vpon thecarth, 


and che ſeedes of all finnes in 


the worlde arc-in him by na- 
ture, 


to Repentance, 41 


*ure, But tocxplain this point 


fullv,obſerue theſe 2. clauſes. 

Fir(t ,I ſay not,the prattiſe 
of all ſinnes, but the ſeeges ; 
for all men practiſe not all 
linne : theſeedes arcin their 
nature : but the practiſc is re- 


| ſtrained, ſometime by edaca- 


tion , ſometime by goedand 
wholſomelawes:ſomrime the 


* conſtitution of mens bodies, 


deny the practiſe of ſon (ins, 
ſomrime the countric a man 


'* dwelles 1n, orcallinga man 


livesin, keepes him from the 
praRile of ſome ſinnes: and 
alwaycs a generall and limit- 
ting grace of GOD, re- 
{trains the nature of all men, 
from running into manic 
[11nes: which hand of God, 
if God ſhould take away, and 
lcauc cucrie man to his na- 
ture, 
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ture, wee ſhould ſee that cuc- 
ric man would praftilc anic 
ſinne inthe world : yea, cucti 
the greateſt ſinnes that cucr 
wee heard to bee done in the 
world. All men which knowe 
themſclues, knowe this to be 
truce, and the more a man 
knowes his owne heart, thc 
more hee ſecth that his heart 
ts a Sca of all wickednetle : 
and that it is the mercic and 
gracc of God , that hee hath 
nct fallen into the mightic(t 
and moſt monſtrous linnes 
intheworld. 

Secondly, I ſay, by nature. 
For I knowe by good cduca- 
tion,and by gracc, it is other- 
wiſe : Grace reifheth Na- 
ture , but that is no thankes 
to'nature: for it is as cuill and 
corrupt [till , becing ſcucred 

from 
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| from grace : and therefore 


Nature mult bee fullic abo- 
liſhed , afore man come to 
hcauen. And yet(though all 
this be truc)l ſay not that ſin 
breakes out in all natures a- 


| like, though all natures bee 


alike corrupt : for the courſe 
of nature isreſtrained in ſome 
more then others , by the 


' mcanes aforcſaide ; but this is 


thetruth , that whereas ſome 
are not ſo angric, ſomenot 
ſo wanton, ſome not ſo cru- 
ell, ſome not fo couctous, 
ſomenot lo ambitious.&c.as 
others ; that comes not from 
anic goodnelle of nature in 
them, abouc the other origi- 
nallic, but from Gods hand, 
which tempercth , reſtrai- 
ncth, and moderateth cucric 
mis natureas he ſceth good. 
And 
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And if God did not thus 
moderate &reſtraince the na- 
tures of men, but ſuffer them 
to break out tothe full: there 
would then bee no order, but 
all confuſion in the worlde; 
therefore, ( as eſpeciallic for 
his Churches quictnes, ſo al- 
fo forthe preſcruatis of pub- 
like peacc,and thevpholding 
of ſocictic in the worlde , be- 
tweene man and man ,) the 
Lord holds a hand ouer cuc- 
ric mans nature, and kcepes 

cuery one ina certaine com- 
paſſc limited by the wiſdome 
of his power, which reſtrai- 
ning hand of his, if the Lord 
ſhould take away, all ſocie- 
tics and Common-wealthes, 
woulde bee turned vp-{ide 
downe , becauſe eucric man 
by the vniuerſall oo 
O 


44 
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of his Nature, would breake 
out intoecuecry linne: I cende 
this point with appealing to 
the teſtimonie of the conlci- 
ences of all men, and eſpcci- 
allic of the beſt and holycit 
men, of whom I wovld aske 
this queſtion : whethcrthey 
finde notin their natures an 
inclination , cuen to the fow- 
leſt finnes in the worlde ; if 
ſhame, orfeare, or clfc the 
grace of God reltrained 
them not ? ſo that the belt 
men doc know well enough, 
what adooe they haue with 
their corrupt natures,te keep 


\them within the compalle of 


obedience, 

Nay,l yet adde further,the 
nature of men, & of all men, 
is ſo corrupt, ſince Adm: 
that cucn the ſecede of the 
linne 
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ſinne againſt the holy Ghoſt, 


& a pronenelle to it, is inthe 
nature of cucry man(though | 
not one man amonglt manic * 


thouſandes doe commit that 
ſin,) for (ceing in that linne 
there 1s a heape or Sca of all 
ſinnes gathcred together, 
he therefore that hath in his 
nature the ſcede of all linnes, 
hath alſo the ſeede of it. 
Ard againe , ſccing that 
all cuills tendes to a perfec- 
tion, as well as Grace docth; 
what rcaſon therefore is 
there , but wee may lafcly 
thinke, that the Diucl] would 
halc cucry onetothat height 


of linne , if it were not 
that the powerfull hande of 


God prenented him,who will . 


neyther ſuffer wicked men, 


nor the Diucll himſclftc to 
be 
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bee ſo wicked as they coulde, 
and would be. 

The vic of this ſecond rule, 
is notable, For in this ſcar- 
ching of ourlſclues, it ſhew- 
eth vs what weearc , without 
all colour or deceit, and ful- 
ly diſcoucrs vntovs,the vgli- 
nes of ournatures : & it may 
teach vsall how tothink and 
eſteeme of our (clues , when 
we heare of Caines vnnaturall gen, ,, 
murther, Pharaohs vnnaturall Exod, r. 
crucltie, the Sodomitcs vn- Gen. 8, 
natural luſt, Achirophel;s diucl. 2: 221% 
liſh pollicic, Sexacharibs hor- A _ 
rible blaſphemic, [#d4zs mon- the 
ſtrous treaſon , Inlians fearc- 

full Apoſtaſic. When wee 

heare of the fearcfull mur- 

thers , trealons , periuries, 
linnes againſt nature, blaſ- 
phemics , Apoſtalics , witch- 
crafts, 


ES 
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4 
crafts,and othcr the horrible 
linncs of theworlde : let vs 
then returne into our [clues, 
and looke homewardes,cucn 
into our owne heartes , and 
confeile cucrice one that thelc 
ſhould hauc beenc cucn thy 
{iancs alſo, if Gods grace had 
not preucnted thee. 

This will humble thee,and 
make thee thinke vilcly and 
baſcly of tay (cltc,and fo con- 
ſcquently bring thee to re- 
pciitance and true amendc- 
ment: and theverie realon, 

why menrepent not, nor 4- 
mend their waycs , is hecaule 
they arc Pharilics by nature, 

and thinke highly of them- 

ſelues, and of their owne na- 
turcs.and their naturall incli- 
nations : this will be a harihe 

& allrage doctrine to them; 

Oh 
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Oh, they haue excellent na- 
rurcs, and they canot endure 
ſuch, &ſuch linnes, and they 
thank= God, they arc not as 
i1las others : bur let all ſuch 
men knowe, they mult ccaſc 
magnifying nature , & Icarne 
to magnike Go\!s grace : Let 
them krowe, that nature in 
them,is inthe roote,as much 
corrupt, as in the worlt man 
in the world,and cucrie mans 
heart is a bottomletle foun- 
taine of all linne ; therefore 
praiſe not thy nature , but 
Gods grace and mercic,in gi- 
uing thee ſo good a nature z 
or rather, ſo well reſtraining, 
and rectifying thy nature ; & 
{tay not there , but delire of 
the Lord, thatas hee hath gi- 
uen thee a better tempered 
nature,then to other men : ſo 
D allo 
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alſo hce woulde beſtowe on 
thee his cfpcitall and ſauing 
grace : andas hee hath kept 
thee from the fearefull ſinnes 
of others ( thou beeing as ill 
naturally as they)ſo he would 
allo lcade thee into the way of 
ſaluation , which elſe the belt 
nature in the worlde can nc- 
ucrattaine vnto. 

The third rule to be knowne 
and praiſed of him , who 
will trucly ſcarche himlclte, 
is , thatcucric man borne of 
Adam , is by nature the chil. 
dren of wrath , and Gods cnc- 
mie: this is true of all with- 
out exception; high or lowe, 
rich or poore, Noble or ſim- 
ple , Gn in the viÞble 
church,or without. And fur- 
ther , by becing enemic of 


God , hee is therefore borne - 


(ub- 


to Repentance. fl 


ſubic&to hell,to damnation, 
and toall other curſes: lo that 
looke as a Traitor conuicted, 
lands thereby in his Princes 
high diſpleaſure, and is ſure 
of death without ſpeciall par- 
don ; ſo {tandes eucric man 
when hee is borne,conuidted 
of high treaſon againſt God, 
ia his high disfauour ; and is 
in danger of Hell,which is the 
fulfilling of the wrath of God. 
Thus Daxid confelleth of 
himſelfe ; / was berne 1n ini- 
quitie , and in ſinne hath my ma 
ther conceined mee : It in linne, 
then in Gods wrath, and vn- 
der the daunger of damnati- 
on. If anic aske,, howe, or 
why this isſo ? Tanfwere,the 
tructh , asalſo the equitic of 
this third rule dependeth on 


.. the two former: for, becauſe 
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eucry man is borne guiltic of 


Adams great linne , and alſo 
tainted originally with al cor- 


ruption, and a proneneſle of | 


all ſinne : therefore it follow- 
cth in equ'tic and iuſtice,that 
cucry man is borne vnder thc 
wrath and curſe of God. 
This point is a plaine and 
cuident trueth :; yer men in 


the world thinke no: ſo, and . 


it is the cauſe, why men re- 
pentnotof their ſinnes : for 
molt men thinke that by na- 
ture, they arc in Gods tauour; 
and therefore they neede not 
ſo ſue for it in humiliation & 
repentance ; but only liue ct- 
uillic, and dononpen v1ong, 
and all is well : whcrcas (alas) 
there is no condemncd trat- 
tour , more out of his Prin- 
ces fauour, nor more ſure of 
dcath, 


1 
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death withouta pardon, then 
all wee arc out of Gods fa- 
uour,and {ure of damnation, 
ynlctle wee PrOCure Gods fa- 
uour againe,by Faith and Re- 
enfalce, 

For the better opening of 
this third rule, and the 1mani- 
teling of the Truth : let vs 
knowe further , that the curfe 
of God, vnder the which wee 
allare borne, is three-fold. 

The hr(t, is a bondage vn- 

der Satha') ; Ir is a certaine 
truth, that cucric man as hee 
is born? of his Parcnts, and 
till he repent, is a flaue of $4 
than: man or woman, high or 
lowe, Sathan is his Lord and 
Maiſter. Hee lits as Tudge in 
his heart ; and in his (enſe Sa- 
than ische king of the natios, 
and god of the world, Men 
D 3 will 
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wil in words defic Sathan,and 
not name him without deft- 
ancc: and [pit at him; and yct 
(als) heeis in their heartes : 
tney (pitte him out of their 
mot ties, but hee 1s lower ; 
they fhould alſo ſpit him out 
of their heartes, and that is 
true defiance indeede : for 
alas, he lodgeth in thy heart, 
and there hee maketh his 
Throne,andreignes vntil the 
ſpirit of regeneration diſpol- 
ſelle him : andrill then, no 
ſcruant is ſubic to his mai- 
ſter , no llaue to his Lorde, 
as is thc heart of man by na- 
ture vnto Sathan , the Prince 
of darkenetſe. Nay , our 
bondage , is more fearefu!l, 
then the (laucric of anic 
poore Chriſtian , in the 


Spaniards, or in the Turkes 
Gal- 
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Gallies: for their bodies arc 

but in bondage, and at com- 

maund , and vnder puniſh- 

ment, but our Helkt part , our 

heart, our conſcience, our 

ſoule it ſelfe is captivated 

vnto him,and vnder hiscom- 

maunde, who is the king ot 
crucltic , and confulion , and 

lord of hell,whoſe comman- 
dementsarc iniultice , whoſe 

ſeruice is ſinne , and whoſc 
hyre is damnation, 

The ſecond part of the 
curſe of the firit death, or the 
death of the bodie : that is, a 
{ſeparation of the ſoule and 
bodie aſunder for a time , 
namely,til the laſt iudgemet. 
This death isduely and iuſtly 
the puniſhment of anic one, 
or the leaſt linne : therefore, 
howe due and juſt a puniſh» 

D4 ment, 
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ment, vppon that horribte 
heape ? of onfab neile , which 
1$in cuery inans nature? and 
it isa molt terrible curſe. For 
it is the very gate of hell,and 
the downetall of damnation 
vitoall men, butſuch as by 
faitii and repentance doc get 
their death ſanRikied by the 
death of Chri't : vnto ſuch 
men indeed it isno curſe, but 
a gratious and glorious bleſ- 
ſing, for it is altered by Chriſt 
his death, But viito all men 
by nature, and which repent 
not, it is the hcauie curſe of 
Gods wrath , and the veric 
downe-fall into the gulfe of 
hell. 

The third part of the curſc 
vnder which cucrie man is 
borne, is,the /econd death : the 
death of ſoule and bodie ; 
which 
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which is the cternall want of 
Gods preſence, and the ac- 
compliſhmeat of his wrath ; 
and an apprehenlion and tec- 
ling of that wrath, ſcazing 
on bodice, ſoule , and conlci- 
ence, The firſt curſe was a 
(pirituall death ; the death of 
the ſoule. The(ccond,a tem- 
porall death , the death of 
the bodice. The third, 1s an 
cternall death , a death both 
of ſoule and bodic together ; 
and for eucr, This ctcrnall 
death is the curſe of all cur- 
{cs , the miſcrie of all miſc- 
rics , and torment of all 
tormentes ; and I (hewe 
it thus. Often when thy 
toothe acheth , an1 ſome- 
time when thy head achcth, 
or in the paine of the (tone 
or collicxe , thou woulde(t 

D5 giuc 
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giuc all thatthou haſt inthe 


worlde to bce calcd of that 
paine: Nay, in the extreami- 
tie of ſome httes, manic will 


wilh themſcluzss cucn out of 


the world : Now, if the painc 
of ONc toothe,can (ofarce di- 
ſtzmper minde and bolic, 
that it Eannot bee relecucd 
with all che pleaſures of this 
life ; Oh thea, what a tor- 
ment ſhall that bee , when 
not one kinde of paine, but 
the whole viole of GODS 
wrath ſhall bze powwred , not 
on once memAoer, bur oa the 
whole foule, bodic, and con- 
ſcience , and that not for a 
time \, vnder hope of bet- 
ter : but etcrnallic without 
hopeof releaſe; an that not 
ja this world, wacre there arc 
comforts, helpes, and reme- 
' dics: 


— — . XI. 
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dies : but in that valic and 
darkſome place of rormeats: 
and that not amoaglt !liumg 
men, which might mi-tigace 
thy paine , or cilc bemone 
thee,and bewaile it with thee: 
bue with the diuclls, & danced 
ſpirits , which will now laugh 
at thy de{truction,and ſolace 
themſclues in this thy miſe- 
ric, and will recioyce ,as thou 
didde(t ſerue- them in earth, 
ſonow in hell, to bee thy tor- 
menters, It may bee there- 
fore (by the way ) a good war- 
ning and wifedome to vs all, 
when wee feele the extremi- 
tic of ſom: hodilie paine, to 
coalider with our ſclucs, and 
fay z Oh thea , what ſhall 
bee my m{:[crie and torment, 
if I repeat not ? when not 


one member , but foule, 
bodic, 
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bodie , and confcience , ſhall 
bee racked and tormented in 
the feeling and apprehenli- 
on of the anger = 4 the Lorde 
of Holtecs. 

In theſe three points ſtands 
that curſe and wrath of God, 
vader which cucric man is 
borne. And theſe doe anlwere 
to the three degrees of linne, 
which arc in vs : for as the | 
two hrit rules taught vs, there 
S141 cUcry man by naturc, till 
hce repent, threefolde guil- 
tinelſe. Firſt, guiltinelle of 
Adams l1nne, Secondly, the 
taint of originall & vniucrlall 

corruption, Thirdly ,a pol- 
lution by manie outragious 
acuall finnes, In the firit of 
theſe eucric man is equallic 
guiltic. Inthefccond, cuc- || 
ric man 1s cquallic corrupt. 
But 

- 
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But in the third , cucric one 
keepes that compaile, witiiin 
which the Lorde will keepc 
them by his limiting power. 
Now as in our guiltinelſc of 
Alams (inne, {tanc hath his 
beginaiag : in original linne, 
his continuance : in actuall 
finne, his perte&t.on : So an- 
fyerable herevato, the wrath 
of Gol ( which alwayes (tan- 
deth oppoſite to l1nne) is be 
gunne in leauing vs by natufe 
to the (laucric of Sathaa , is 
continued by death,and is aC- 
compliſhed in damaation. 
And nowe thele three 
rules,l commead to che care- 
full and Chriſtian conlidera- 
tion of you all : certifying 
you from God , that as you 
can ncuer bee ſaucd , valetle 
yourepent : nor repent , vn- 


ketle, 
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lefle you ſcarche your (clues, 
(as hcere the Prophet bid- 
deth.) So,that you can neuer 
ſcarch your ſclucs aright , till 
you he perſvaled, and relol- 
uedof thele three rules, & of 
the truth of them all, cucn in 
your hearts and conſciences: 
Namely; Firſt, that thou art 
guiltie of Adams linne. Se- 
co:lly,that thou arc prone by 
nature toall cuil in th- world. 
Thirdly, that for theſe thou 
art ſubicRt to the wrath of 
God, andto all the curſ-s of 
his wrath : but wh1cn thou art 
in heart & conſci-nce reſo!- 
ucd, thatthesſe are truc; then 
thou art a fit (choller,for this 
Leilon of the Prophet, S-arch 
thy ſelk. For when thou 
goeſt, thus prepared vato 


this Scarch , aid Mm 
Q 
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of thy (clfe , as the three 
Rules haue deſcribed thee : 
then if thou Scarch intothy 
(cltc,thou wile finde thy lelte, 
and thy eſtate to bee ſuch, as 
will cauſe thee to repent , re- 
turne and take 4 newe courle: 
therefore what the Prophet 
aids to thoſe ewes , I fay vn- 
toyou alſo, My brethren of 
this R-alme of England, who 
arc now heere gathered toge- 
ther, out of fo manic coun- 
trycs , aad quartzrs Of this 
Realme : vea, inthe name of 
the ſameGod,l cry ynto you 
Search. 0 $2wcv your {elues: 
and thinke it not a matter ia- 
different to d23:2,ornotto loe 
it? but knowe it, that God 
commands you ,as cucr you 
wil come to faluation: Search 
our ſeluzr, And the ratazr, 


becaule 
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becauſe by thelc three Rules 


you ſec howe much chattc of 


corruption.s 1n your nature, 
and what ncede therefore it 
hath tv be (carched into, and 
fanned by Repentance, Bee 
well aflured thou man, what- 
focuer thou art : there is (0 


much chaffe in thee , that it 


thou ſcarch not, and fanne it 
not out,thou wilt prooue no- 
thing but Chatfe at the laſt 
day, and ſo be blowne away 
with the winde of Gods iul- 
tice into Hell, Take holde 
therfore of this exhort.tion, 
and deferre itnot. 

Thou wilt not ſuffcr thy 
Wheate to lye too long in 
the chaffe, for fcare of hur- 
ting it : Isit then ſafe to (ut- 
ter the Chafte of thy linnes 
and cerruptions to lyc can- 
kering 


| 
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s kering and rotting in thy 


hcart ? Be (urc that chat licrie 
portion of grace, which thou 
attaine(t voto, by liutag in 
the Church , and vader the 
miniſteryot the word of God, 
will bee putry hed,and clcane 
corrupted with the Chafte of 
thy linnes : thereforc againe, 
and againe, I cxhorte you to 
make conſcience of this du- 
tic : Search into your ſelues, 
fanne out thiz chatte,this pre- 
lumption of ours, and high 
eltceming of our owne na- 
ture , and conceites of Gods 
fauour before we hauc it: that 
lo this Chaffe becing blowne 


' away, the Lord may then be- 


ſtowe vpon vs ſoundaectle of 
grace , andthe foundation of 
all goodacile,which is a holy 
and humbled hcarr, 

Saluation 
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Salzationis ſuch a building, q 


a5 the foundation thereof had © 


ncede to bee ſure and ſtrong : | 
Ignorance, blindenellc , and | 
peclumption, are not ſuſhci- | 
ent foundations for ſuch a 
building : therefore as no 
man wil build a ſtrong houle 
vpon anic carth, but hee will 
firſtſcarch it, leaſt it prooue 
ſandic,and ſo ouerthrowe all: 
So a wiſe Chriſtian will not 
build his ſaluation, vpon fan- 
cics and conceits, and natu- 
rall prcſumprions : but will 
Search , and looke into hig 
heart: and finding thelſc to be 
ſandie, and rotten, and there- 
fore too weake for the foun« 
dation of ſo glorious a buil. 
ding, will rcfuſc them all, and 
labour to furniſh his heart 


with ſuch ſounde grace , as 
whcrc- 


ing, 


had ® 
Y"g t | 
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C7 
wherevpon hee may trult {© 
weightiva worke , as is the 
ſaluation of his{oule. Agazne, 
if thou wilt (tande in the day 
of triall,then ſearch thy heart 
betime , and diſcerne betwixt 
chaffe and wheate:thou ſceſt, 
that chatfe flycth away be- 
fore the winde 3 but good 
corne indures the Fanne,and 
the furic of the winde : ſo in 
the day of triall , temptation, 
lickenellc, or open perſccuti- 
on;the chaffe of naturall pre- 
ſumption , and outward for- 
malitie in Religion, will Ayc 
away : and it mult be the pe- 
nitent', humbled, and belec- 
uing heart, which muſt then 
abide it out, and endure the 
Fan of temptations and per- 
ſecutione, 

And to conclude , Let 
not 
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not the Diucll decciuc thee, * 
in making thee imagine or ' 
hopeto pleaſe God , and yet 
to let thy corruptions lic vn- 
ſcene, and thy :linnes vnlcar- 
ched out, Icalt thereby thou 
marre all: for thou vſc(t not 
tolaye vpwheate inthy gar- 
ners, vntill it be purged from 
the chafte : ſo thinke not to 
ſtore vp anic ſauing knowe- 
ledge, or anic other grace of 
Godin thy heart, vntillthe 
Chafte of vanitic bee frtt 
blowne away , that ſo,the ho- 
liegraccs of God may be laid 
vpinthe garnersof thy ſoule. 
And therefore queſtion- 
lefle, (to ſpeake one worde to 
rouche our common profcl- 
ſors, inthe vecrie lore of their 
ſoulcs) all knowledge that is 
ſtored vpintheſe vnpure and 
VN- 
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vnſcarched hearts : is cucn as 
wheatclayd vp in the chaffe, 
which is, (a thouſand to one) 
ſure to bee cater vp by the 
chaftc, {o that, when the win- 
nowing time of triall and per- 
ſecution comes : I tearc, that 
(uch men will ( for all their 
knowledgc)thrinke altde,and 
betrave the Tructh : their 
knowledge then prouing no 
better then chatte, becauſe it 
was layde vp in an vnholie 
h-art. If therefore thou 
wouldeſt ſtande and endure, 
when Poperie , or perſecuti- 
01, or temptations come , if 
thou would (t abidethe furic 
of the fanne of temptations: 
nowe theaexerc!(- thy hcart 
with the fanne of Gols lawe, 
Search and ranſacke it, vurge 
outthe chatfe of corruption, 
and 
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and ſtore vp knowledge in an 
holic heart, and a good con- 
ſcience, and that will abide 
the violence of all temptati- 
ons : yea, when God ſuffers 
the Diucll to doe wich vs , as 
hce did with Peter, to win- 
nowe vs |:ke wheate, to liite 
and tric vs, as he did ob, with 
the furious winde of all his 
malice: then knowledge will 
proouc Wheate, that will a- 
bide the winde, and gold that 
will abide the fire : thus glo- 
rious will it bee in the ende, 
if wee followe this holie Pro- 
phets counſcll , and Scarch 
our hearts, 


q Ard thus much for the firit 
pointe(namety) the dutie of ſear- 
ching heere commannded , in 
which we hauc ſtayed the longer, 


becauſe 


7 altthe reft © andthis beeing well 
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layde, the whole building will goe 
vp the fatter. 


Now wee come to the ſe- 
cond generall puint here laid 
downe : thatis, whom muſt 
wee Search ? the Prophet an- 
{[wereth: your ſelues, not other 
men, but your ſelues. This 
ſcarch ſovrzed and inforced 
by the Propher,mult nor bee 
of other mens hearts & liues, 
but of our owne : our owne 
arc Cur charge, and not other 
mens : and therein isthe ſay- 
ingtruc , whichelſe is moſt 

» falſe : Euery man for himſelfe : 
for as cucric ſoule muſt bee 
ſaucd by it ſclfe,ſo mult it be- 
lecue, repent, and ſearch it 
ſelfe. 

The 
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The dutic therefore here 
commaunded , is tor cuecrie 
man that woulde haue his 


ſoule to be ſaucd. to ſearch | 


it, and rcforme it,& leaue 0- 
thers to be ſcarched by them. 
{clucs. Here the holy Ghoſt 
mects with the common cor- 
ruption of th:s world , ( and 


that is ) that men are Eagle , 


eyed, to {ce into the liues of 
other men, butto loeke into 
fhcir owne heartes.and liucs, 
they are blinder then Moles : 
they can ſee moates in other 
mens liucs, hut d:{ccrne not 
beames in their owne: wherc- 
by it comes to palle,that thcy 
ſtumble and fall fowlic : for 
the eyes of moſt men atc{:t 
vpon others, and not vppon 
themſclucs: and therevpon it 
is,that an cuil] Ah O- 
Calct 
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other men, anq not himſclte: 
thinkes beſt of himſclte, and 
worſt of other men : but con- 
trariwiſe, a go9d man (ccing 
himſclfe, and not other m-n, 
thinkes worlt of himlcltc, 
41d better of otncer men : an 
cuill man lookes outward, 

and iudgeth other men : but 
a good man lookes home- 
ward and iuJgecth himſclte : 
and in judging, conde:mynes 
himſclfe, farre abouc orher 
men : and that becauſc by 
ſcarching into bis ow:1e heart 
and waic S$, hc k:ovesthat OY 
himſclte, which he knowes 
not by any man in the world 
belidcs, 

So then wee mult (carch, 
not other me, but our (clues: 
our owne hcarts & Our owne 
liucs arc our charge, and bur- 

E then: 
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then : the liues of other men * 


concerne vs not, being pri- 
uate men, further then either 


to follow them being good, | 


or take heede of them being 


euill: butto ſcarch, or be in- - 


quilitiue into chem, is no du- 
tie commaunded vs, but ra- 
ther a foule and a baſe vicc 
forbidden of God. Indcedc 


—_— in their people, 


Paſtours in their congrega- 
tions, and houſholders in 
ehcir familics arc to ſearch: 
but they can ſearch onely for 
criminall cauſes, to —_ 
aQuall (innes : but this (car- 
ching muſt be of our hearts, 
which no man can ſearch, 
but our (clues onely. Fewe 
men hauc a calling to cn- 
quire into other mens liues, 


but cucry man hath a calling 
to 


—_ ad =o ou. "RY 
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toſcarch into himſelfe : but 


| (alas) men doe farre other- 
' wiſe, they ſuffer themlclues 


torotte in their owne linnes, 
and erect an Inquiſition 0- 
ucr other mens liues, and it is 
to be ſcene in daily cxperi- 
ence, that thole men, who 
arc the great Searchers and 
pryers into other men , arc 
the negleers and forgetters 
ofthemſclues. And contrari- 
wiſc, they who doc narrowly 
Search themſclues and their 
owne wayes, and looke into 
the corners of their owne 
hearts, doc finde ſo much 
werke to doe with them- 
ſclues, that they little buſic 


themſclues, wiih other 
men. 
And thus much may ſuffice 
for that point, 
E 2 It 
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Itfolloweth. 


O Nation not worthy tobe be. 
loued, 


The third point : /ho mr fi 
ſearch ? the Iewes, who arc 
here termed a Nation, not 
worthy to be beloued : and 
yet for all that,they are bid to 


vpon their repentance, they 
mighe be heloued, Where, 
we may fſce the voſpeakable 
loue of God, and his won- 
derfull mercy, offcring grace 
vntoſuch men, asare altoge- 
ther vuworthy of it. Gods 
children arc by nature like 
other men, and God findes 
nothing, in them, why to 


but 


ſearch themſclues, that fo * 


relpe&t them aboue other: ,, 


e be. 


mri 
| arc 
not 
and 
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able 
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but euen of his owne mercy, 
* makesthem worthy, who of 
themlclucs arc not: theretore 
how worthy is that GoJ, to 
haue all the louc of our harts, 
who loucd vs, when we were 
not worthy to be beloued, 
But let vs examine more 
particularly, why God doth 
call the Iewes a Nation, not 
worthy to be bceloucd : I an- 
(were, God had bletTed them 
abouc other Nations : Hee 
gauo them his coucnant of 
grace, & thereby made thenr 
his people, and committed 
to their trult, his holy word 
and Oracles : but he deitnot Rom, 2.2. 
ſo with other Nations, nci- 
cher had the heathen know- 
ledoe of his lawes, Beſides 
all this, they hadde a better Pl 143: 20, 


» land then othcrsaboutthem, 


83 if 
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it lowed with Milke , and 


Honic, (that is, with all com- © 


modities, and delights) and 
though their Countric was | 
but little, yer them(clues fo 
populous, and ſo powerfull, 
that whileſt they pleafcd 
God, no enemic durlt (ct vp- 
on tnen. 

Thus for foule and body, 
they were eucry way a Na- 
tion, bleiled of God, a peo- 
ple beloucd of God 5 gong 
all others. New;how did this 
people (thus beloued of their 
_ requite this his louc, 
which they had no more de- 
ſcrued, then any other Nati- 
on? Certainely, as they delſcr:- 
ued it not aforc they had it, 
ſo they requited it not when 
they had it : but requited this 


loue of God with linne, 
with 
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with rebellion, and with dil- 
obedience, They tempted 
him, they prouoked him to 
wrath, they preſumed of his 
mercy, and proucd a molt 
ſtubborne & ſtifnecked peo- 
plc, a froward generation : 
Moſes partly ſaw this in his 
owne experience, and better 
diſccrned it in the fſpirite of 
Prophelie : and therefor, 
wondring at this thcir wic- 
kednes, = cried out ; Do you 
thus requite the Lord: O foo 
liſh people and unwiſe? thus that 
is,with fin,and diſobedience, 
which is the onely meanes to 
diſpleaſe the Lord, & to pro- 
uoke him towrath : for this 
caule they are worthily called 
a fooliſh and vnkind people 
by Moſes, and here, by the 
Prophet. A Nation not worthy 
E 4 to 
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to be beloued : namely, for 
their vathankefulacile, and 
vakindncs : which was {uch, 
as they not onely were ſlacke, 
and carelc(le in performance 
of fuch Jutics as God requi- . 
ret; but cue mulciplyed their 
ſinncs, an] committcd thole 
foulc rcbcllious, which his 
loulc hated. 

And amongſt many , the 
Prophet here in this Chap- 
ter, noteth three of their 
great linnes : for which they 
were a Nation not worthy 
to be beloued. Conerorſoeſſe, 
Cruel:ic ard Decctt : all which 
were the 1inore hainous and 
Intollerable, becauſe they 
were the finnes of their Prin- 
ces, their rulers, and their 
Prie(ts, who ſhould hc bin 
lights & cxamplcs tothe relt, 
| Now, 
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Now,although cucry linne 
in itſeltc, is of that ill deſert, 
as it is able to ca(t vs out of 
Gods fauour, and depriue vs 
of his lou : yet, behoid, here 
God complaines, not vppon 
alictle cauſe, but for wonder- 
full, and excceding vnthank- 
fulnes,& vnkindnes in them: 
who of all other ſhould haue 
loued the Lord. 

As a man cares not for 
hard vſage from him, whom 
heeſteemes not : but a little 
vnkindneile dooth greatly 
grecue a man, from him who 
is loucdand reſpeRted: fo is it 
with thc Lard our God, hee 
loucd not the Geatiles, as 
hee did the Iewes, ncither 


was hee ſo bountifull vato PU!Lr 45, 


them : andtherefore, (as wee At 17. 
d VcTI;c. 2 0, 


may fcc) though they liuc 
E 5 al- 
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alwaycs in ignorance, and 
continued alwaies in diſobe- 
dicnce , yet, the Textfaith, 
the time of that ignorance 
God regarded not : but when 
as the Iewes, his owne peo- 
le, whom hee choſe out of 
all people, and beſtowed his 
loucvpon them , and madc 
his Coucnant of grace with 
them, when they became vn- 
kind, vathankiull, forgetful), 
fttubborne, and rebcllious, 
that cauſcd the Lord cuen to 
complaine of that indignitie, 
andtocry out by Aoſes, Dor 
ye thus requite the Lord, O foo- 
liſh people and wnviſe ? And 
heereby the Prophet, 0 
Nation not worthy to be bels- 
ed: and therefore there is no 
man, butif he be asked what 
hee thinkes of this Nation « 
the 
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the Iewes : hewill aunſwere, 
that they arc a molt vile and 
wicked people , a froward 
generation, and thatthey arc 
worthy to taſte deepely of 
all Gods plagues, who fo 
farre abuſed his loue and 
mercy. 

But what doth this belong 
to them alone ? and is 1/ael 
a Nation not worthy to bee 
beloued? Nay, I may cry out 
with as good cauſc : O Eng- 
land, a Nation not worthy to 
be beloued : For, God hath 
beene as good a God to vs, 
ashewas to them : and wee 
haue beene as vnkind a pco- 
o to him, as they were to 

im. But that I may be tree 
from diſcrediting our natio,& 
frodchling my owne neſt-let 
vs prooue both theſe points, 

and 
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an. laye them open to the 
viewc of the world. 

x. Fir(t therefore,the ſame 
mercies, and farre greater, 
haue beene powred and hea- 
ped vpoa vs: hee hath called 
vs out of the darckncs : Firlt, 
of Heatheniſme, and then of 
Popery : his coucnant of 
grace and ſaluation, he hath 
confirmed with vs, his trea- 
ſures of his word and Sacra- 
ments, hee hath impartcd to 
vs, his holy wor. nceucr het - 
ter preached, an the mv(te- 
ries thereok neucr more 
p! ainly apenee, lince the 
time of the Apoſtles : and as 
wee hauc Rcligion, fo wee 
hauc it vader a Rclivious 
Prince, whereby it comcs to 
palle, thattheſe bleſſings of 
ſaluation, we cenioy not in (ec- 
crct, 
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cret,or by (tealth:but we hauc 
it cofitcnanced by authority; 
ſo that religion is not barely 
allowed, but cuen as it were 
cucn thruſt vpon men. Be- 
{ides all this, wee hauc aland 
allo tizat floweth with milke 
and hoov, it is plentifulb jn 
all gvod things : wee haue li- 
herty & Peace Vader a PeaCce- 
ablc Prince, ans the compa- 
nions of peace, proſperitic, 
plenty,health, wealth, corne, 
wooll, oof .1c. (1lucr, aboun- 
daice © alitiings, rhar may 
p!caſe the cart of man : thus 
hath Go1 defcrucd the louc 
of England. 

2, Butnow England, how 
haſt chou required this kind= 
netlc of the Lord ? certainely 
cuen with a great meaſure of 
vakindnelle : that is, with 
more 
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more and greater ſinnes then 
cuer //rae/ did: (o that if o- 
ſes ſpake true of them , then 
may our Moſes much more 
truly cry out againſt Exgland, 
doc{t thou thus requite the 
Lord, thou fooliſh people? 
And it this prophet ſaid thus 
of 1ſracl for three linnes,then 
may it be ſaide of England for 
three hundred linnes (O Eng- 
land) a Nation not worthy to 
bee beloued : for thou haſt 
multiplied thy *tranſgreſli- 
ors, aboue theirs of 1/-ael; c- 
uen as thoughthou had(t rc- 
ſolued with thy (elf,the more 
Gods kindnes is heaped on 
thee, the more to multiply 
thy ſinnes againſt him. For 
thou England, as thou haſt re- 
quited the Lord with (ins ; ſo 
not with a fewe (innes,or ſmal 
ſinnes, 
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ſinnes,or ſinnes,which hardly 
could haue bene preuented : 
for that had becne a matter of 
ſome excuſe, or not of (o 
grcat complaint. But thy (ins 
are many, and gricuous, and 
capitall, And which is worlt 
of all, wilfull and attcRed, c- 
uen as though God had de- 
ſcrued cuill of vs : and that 
therefore wee ought maliti- 
oully to requite him. 

Ifany man make doubt of 
this, and therefore thinke I 
{peake too hardly of our 
Church:Iwill the dealc plain- 
ly and particularly,and rip vp 
the ſores of our Natian, that 
ſo they may be healed to the 
bottome. 

The common finnes of 
England, wherewith the 
Lord is requited, are theſe. 

Firlt, 


en Exhortation 


Firſt, ignorance of Gods 
will an-4 worſhip, (I ſpcake 
not of that compelicd 1vno- 
rance in many corners of our 
land, which is to bee pitticd 
becauſe they want the means) 
but wiltvll and affected 1g- 
norance. Men are ignorant, 
euen becaulc they will be ig- 
norant., Meancs of knows- 
ledge were neuer ſo plentiful, 
and yet neuer more grolle 
ignorance: is not he wiltully 
blind, who will not open his 
eycs inthe light?& can there 
bee any darknelle at noone 
dav, but ir muſt bee wiltull ? 
But our Nation 1s darke and 
blinde in the Suanc-ſhine of 
the Goſpcell, and groſly igno- 
rant, = 0K the Goſpell beats 
thcir cares, and light ſhines 


round about them : fo, asit 
they 
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they cloſed not their cycs, 
and ſtopped not their carcs, 
they coulde not but both 
hcare and fce : who woulde 
look for ignorance after thir- 
ty fiue ycarcs preaching? and 
yet, many arc as ignorant, as 
if they had beene borne and 
brought vp vader popery : {0 
thatour people rc as cuill as 
thoſe in the daves of Chrilt, 
of whome the holy Gholt 
faith ; Light is come mto the 
world, but men loue darkneſs 
more then light.So knowledge 
is come into England : but 
many Engliſh-men louc 
darkneſle better then know- 
ledge. Alas,how many thou- 
ſands haue we in our Church, 
who know no more in reli- 
gion,then they heare in com- 
mon talke of all men, and 


VV hich 
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which is worſe, they chinkeit /* 
ſuthciet alſo, & which is worſt '/, 


of all,wheras they might hauc 
more, they will not, but carc 
not for it. 
2, The ſecond maine (in 
of England, is Contempt of 
Chriftian Religion; Religion 
hath bin among vs thelc huc 
and thyrtic yeares ; but the 
more it is publiſhed, the 
more it is contemned, and rc- 
proched of many; inſomuch, 
as there is not the ſimplelt 
fellow in a Country towne, 
who, although he knows not 
one point of religion, yet hee 
can mock and ({corne ſuch as 
arc morereligious then him- 
ſclfe is : this is one of the 
moaths of England,that cates 
vp rcligion, this is gricuous 


in whomſocuer, but molt in- | 


tol- 
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tollerable in two fortes of 
men. Firſt, in them,who are 
altogether ignorant,that they 
ſhould mocke they knowe 
not what, A pittifull thing to 
here one, who himſclfe can- 
not giue the meaning of one 
petition in the Lords prayer, 
to vpbraide other men, bc- 
cauſc they are too forward : 
but it is the worſt of all, when 
men of knowledge, and fuch 
as liuc ciuilly, and would be 
counted good Chriſtians, arc 
indeed of the better ſort, can- 
not abide to (ce others goca 
little before them: but if they 
doe, preſcntly they arc hy- 
pocrites and diſlemblers. 
Thus not prophanenellc, 
nor wickednes, but cuen reli- 
gion it ſelfe isa by-word, a 
mocking ſtocke, and matter 
of 
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of reproach ; ſo thatin Eng- 
land atthis day, the man or 
woman that begins to pro- 
fete Religion, and to (crue 
God, multreſolue with him- 
ſclte roſuſtaine mockes and 
injuries, cucn as though hee 
lived among the encmics of 
religion,and not among pro- 
fc{lours ; and as religion in- 
creaſcth and [preadeth it (cite, 
fodoth the number of thclc 
mockers. O what a curlcd 
ſinne is this?to contemne the 
greateſt fauour that God can 
giue vs, that is, his holy rel!- 
gion:for the which we ſhould 
rather praiſc him all the daies 
of our liucs. All that God 
can giue a man in this world, 
is his Goſpell, what then can 
God giue to bee regarded, 
whe his Goſpell is cotemned? 

This 
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This ſinne was neucr a- 
mong(t the Iewes : they in- 
deede regarded it not ſo as 
it deſcrued, butw ho did cucr 
make a mocke and a (corne 
of it but England ? O Eng- 
land, how can(t thou anſwere 
this 2 God ſendes thee the 
molt precious icwell, that he 
can ſende to a Nation ; and 
thou ſcorneſt it, & them that 
bring it, and them that re- 
cciue it ; cuen as though it 
were no bleſling, but a curſe: 
ſo that as Chrilt faith to the 
Iewes, For which of my good 
workes doe you ſtone mr? SO may 
the Lord ſay to England, 1 
hauc giuen thee a fruitfull 
land, a bleſſed Prince, golde 
and (iluer, peace and liberty, 
plentic and proſperitic : for 
which ofthcſc (O England) 


doc(t 


lohn.16, 32 
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doc{t thou contemne my re- 
ligion? Thelcaſt of theſe de- 
ſcruc louc ; but England hath 
a better then all thele ; thats, 
his Goſpell, the word of (al- 
uation : and yet, that all is 
contemned (as becing no- 
thing worth) and thoſe 


which confetle it, and thoſe | 
that bring it, and conſe- | 
quently , God himſclfethat 


giuc it, If England had no 
more finnes but this: this de- 
ſcrues, that it ſhould be (aide 
of vs, that wee arc a Nation 
not worthy to be beloued abouc 
all Nations : for ſome Nati- 
ons woulde haue religion, 
that they might loue it, but 
they cannot hauc it : ſome 
hauc it, and louc it not : but 
in no Nation is it made a 
mocking-ſtocke , but in 
Eng- 


o 
1 


A =» 
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re- England. And where arc 
Ic- | thoſe men, but in England, | 
th | who(likethedoginthe man- | 


is | ger) will neyther cntertaine 


al- ' religion themſclues, nor ſuf- 
1s | fer them that would : letvs 
1O- in time take heede of this 
ole | ſinne, as alinne that cricth 
le | toGod , toreuenge lo vile a | 
(c- | diſhonour done to his Ma- | 


at | jeſtie : neyther is thereany 
10 ſinne that more certaincly | 
lc- foreſhowes, and more forci- 

de | bly haſtens the remoouing | 
o#®  oftheGolpcll from vs. For 
ic high time is it to ccaſc lo- 

'l- , uing, where louc procurcs | 
n, | diſdaine : And to ſtay gi- | 
ur | uing, where gifts arc ſcor- | 
ic ÞF ned. | 
ut Carric home this leſſon nuts | 

en preſent 

a _to your great Townes and j,h;ieanty 
n , Citics where you dwell,for J n of London, 
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| wich, Br:- 
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theſe populous places , arc 
theſe oreat ace , for 
where God hath his profcl- 
ſours , the Diucll hath his 
mocxcrs;and repent betimes 
of this {inne, for holde on in 


Hull , Lin , OC 


king , and bee ſure that 


Manchelter, God ( who will not bee moc- 
KenJa!,Co» ked)will remoouc his Goſpel 
uentry,Not (7, you ; but it you leauc 


tinoham 
| NSmhamp- this ſine, andentertaine the 
| xn, Bath., Goſpell (as it worthilic deſer- 


Linc-ln*, ucth,) then be ſure of it, that 
|| DwbrL+- Godwilcontinuethe Goſpel, 
| | en to you,and your poſterity at. 
| caltle, & -£ fer yOu,in the face of all your 
| may .ther cnemics round about you. 
| molt popu. 3. The thirde common 
| ——_ ares X« Gnneof England, is Blafþhe- 
| ownes of an 
| England. 7, manic wayes, buteſpeci: 

8 allic in vaine ſwearing , fallc 


| | and the abuſe of all the names 
| and 
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ſwearing , and for-ſwearing, 
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and titles of the Lorde God. 
This finne is generall , cnen 
oucr the whole land , —_ 
allicin Fayres, and Markcts, 
where men for a little gaine, 
willnotcare tocall the Lord 
of Hoſtes to be witneile to a 
lyc, andthe God of truth to 
tcitihean vntruth, 

And whichis worſt of all, 
Gods holie Name is vicd in 
vaine oathes, and ordinaric 
talke ; when men haus no 
cauſe to ſweare at all : ſo that 
it is moſt lamentable to (ce 
and obſcruc,that the name of 
any manof honour, or wor- 
ſhip,is vſcd more rcucrently, 
& leflc abuſed, then that fear- 
full and glorious name : the 
Lord our God, 

4+ Thefourth generall and 
great linne is, prophanation of 

F the 
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the Sabbath. A common 
{linne cucric where, and yet 
{o great a {inne, that where it 
raignes,in that countrey,con- 
gregation,family,man or wo- 
man,there is nofcaie of God, 
nor anie true grace in ther : 

for the keeping of the Sah- 

baoth, is the maintaining.in- 

crealing,and publiſhing of rc- 
l:gion, 

5. Thebith linne of our 
Nation, Is, ew4l{ de.ilin + in bare 
gainmg betwixte man and man. 
How hard a thing 1s it to finde 
an honeſt, fimple, plaine dea- 
ling man ? and that cuen in 
ſuch great atiemblics as this 
is. I teare preſent experience 
will teſtifie : you arc nowe 
manie thouſandes gathered 
together, lome to buy, ſome 
to {cll, ſome to exchaunge : 
Re- * 
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Remember thatI hauc tolde 
you , an honeſt heartedand 
plaine dealing man is harde 
to finde : therefore labour to 
approoue your {clues [1ncere 
hearted men ; rememoer the 
counlſeli of the holie Gholt z 
Lt no man oppreſſc nor defra: Ae 
h:s brother tn barzasnng: for the 
Lo-de ts the avenger of all ſuch 
thr::zer, Thel: lianes arc ge- 
n-rall and vniucrſal; as a cane 
ker : Ando arc the lhnnces of 
the {1xc,{cucn. & c:1ght Com» 
maundements, (thouzh they 
bee nct alrogetiier fo come 
monas theſc bee) At hers, 
Adalteries, V-arves ,, Driberaes, 
Ext9-/inms, Coſon :ges,thcy are 
a buithcn vndcr which, our 
carth grones; and they cric 
a2ainlt vs to heauea , ſorhat 
vponas goodor much b: trer 
F 2 caulc 
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cauſe may it be fſaide tovs, as 
to the Iewes:0 Nation not wor- 
thy to be beloned. 
Looke at the outward face 
of our Church, at the {ignes 
of Gods louc , which arc a- 
moneglt vs, and at Gods dea- 
ling withvs; and behold, we 
arca beautifull church, a glo- 
rious Nation, a Nationto be 
admired,and wondred at: but 
looke at the liucs of our or- 
dinary profcilours , looke at 
our linnes, and atour requi- 
ting of Godsloue : and wee 
area people of Sodome, as full 
of iniquitics as they were, 
whoſe linnes were ſo manie, 
lorifc. and fo ripe ; that at 
the laſt they will eucn bring 
downe fire and brimſtone, or 
ſome other ſtrange iudgen:e: 
ypon v8,lf repentance do not 
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preuent it, or the crycs and 
prayers of holy men (tay not 
Gods hand, So then,Ictvs all 
here atſemHbled, grant & con- 
feile, that wee area Nation ſo 
ferre trom becing worthie to 
bee beloned , as that wee are 
moſt worthie to be hated,and 
to haucall the wrath of God 
powred ypon vs, 

Now then, are wee ſo? and 
ſhall wee continue ſo (till 2 
Nay, that is the worit, and 
molt wretched of all : then 
Ict cucry one of vs learac this 
dutic, center into our felues, 
[earch our hearts and liucs, 
that they may lic open to our 
owns light, to the confuſion 
of ys in our (clues , that in 
God byTepentance wee may 
be raiſed vp, 

Our lianes lyc open be- 
F ; fore 
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tre the face of God , and 
ſtinke in his preſence , and 
crie for vengeance : and be- 
fore the face of Gods Angels, 
who bewaile it, & beforc the 
face of the D:iucll,who reioy- 
- I 1N our con fulzons : : and 

ball they Iye hiude onelv to 
our & lucs ? Now then , if 


from :Godend Gagne = cry 
that they make againſt vs, 
and keepe them from Satha: N, 
who accuſcth vs for them; _e 
mull fo ſcarch our ſelucs, chat 
they way lyve open vrtoour 
owne heartes : Remomnier 
thou thy hinnes, and G OD 
wiil forgctthem : Jayertionm 
open betore thine owne face, 
and GOD wiil hyde then 
from his: write them vp tor 
thy ow1ic (cite, ang God will 
blot 
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blot them out of his remem- 
brance : but if contrarywile 
thou hideſt them, then allure 
thy (clic, the more thou hy- 
deſt &burieſt them,the more 
open dox they lye in the face 
of Go.l : and then whatwill 
follo.vc, butthart they will all 
bee diſcloſed at the laft day , 
to thine ctcraall coatuſion. 
Tiicrfore againe, and againe, 
I exhorte youin the name of 
G.-d', Scarch your ſciuecs , 
finde out your (innes, con- 
fell: them toGod freely, and 
i1geniouflic : confetle their 
deſcrts to be hell and damna- 
tion, humble your heartes to 
G94, cryc and call for par- 
d51, as for life and death, 
p'ir>0le and promiſcto leauc 
them, Hegina newe courſe of 
lite, belecue ſtedfaſtlic, and 
F 4 doubt- 
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doubtnot but of pardon and 
forgiuenelle in the blood of 
Chriſt, contimuc in that faith, 
and that newe courſe of lite : 
So may Englange preucnt 
Gods iudgements, & quench 
tat greataQion of vokinde- 
nes which God hath againſt 
them, and becomea Nation 
as worthie ( vpon their faith 
and repentance) in Chriſt to 
be bcloned + as for their Peace 
and proſperitic , they haue 
beene of all Nations of the 
carth admired, 


Hitherto of the third gene- 
rall pornt - 


4+ The fourth generall 
point inthis cxhortation , is 
time limitted them , when 
they ſhould Search, Before 


the 
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the Decree come forth, &'c, AS 
though the Prophet ſhould 
ſay, {/rael, repent betore God 
execute his iudgementes on 
thee, For beholde the gra- 
tious dealing of God ; Man 
ſinneth , his linnes. deſeruc 
plagues : but God preſently 
lagnucth not, but deferres it, 
bad puts a time betwixte the 
ſinne and the puniſhment 
(ordinarily: ) this hee doerh 
to ſhewe his mercie vato 
mankinde , becaulc that he 
would not deſtroy them , if 
they would amendc, There- 
forc, attcr the finne,he (mites 
not preſently,but puts off his 
puaiſhrnent,that in the mean 
time man may repent, Here 
the Prophet compurcs the 
Lorde ro a morher, for as {he 
concciucs the fruite in her 
F5s woubec, 
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wombe, and beares it a long 
time, crc ſhee briag it out : fo 
the Lord after a mans iljnnrs, 
or a pcoplcs l1aa s, Concciuc 
(thar is) ordaincs, and Jecre- 
cth a iu_gement for it , but 
hee keepes it vp ,and all that 
while hee bearcs it : But as 
ſhe, when her time is conc, 
then travailes and bringes 
foorth 1: So. when the time 
thatGod hath appointed, is 
come, and (tl :mne not rc- 
pcnted of : then his iultice 


tranailes to bee deliurred of 


that iu:loecment, which mcr- 
cic hath kept vp ſo long a 
time. Thus the olde worlde 
had an hundred and twentic 
yeares giuen them , for timc 
of repentance ; all that while 
Gol was in concciuing , a 
laſt when their {inncs were 
rpc, 


[ 
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ripe, andno hope of amend- 
ment : then God rrauclied, 
and brought forth a fearctull 
byrth, namely, the vniucrlall 
flood, to waſh away , and takc 
reucnge vpon the vaiucrſall 
in:qu:tics of thoſe times, SO 
maine hundreth yearcs hee 
gaue vnto the /ewes.long hee 
was In concciuing their Ge» 
ſtruction, and oftentunes he 
had ir at the bringing toorth, 
as in the captiuity of Babylon, 
and vader Amehys ; vet 
his mercie (taycdit : and {t. II 
hee trauailed longer : telles 
them hecre by the Prophet, 
that yer the Decree is not 
come toorth ( though it bee 
conceyucd :-) but at laſt 
when //ra:{ woulde not Re- 
pent, but grewe worſe , and 
worſe ; asin CHRIST 

his 


_ my 
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his time)then hee could con- 
taine no longer, but trauclled 
indeed, and though it be with 
gricfc , yet hee hath brought 
forth: and what? a molt fcarc- 
full birth, eucn an vtter delo- 
lation of that Kingdome and 
Countrey, of their Cittic,and 
Temple, and a diſperſion of 
thisnation our all the world: 
but as a woman at laſts deli- 
ucred with daunger and dif- 
ficultic , with paine and for- 
rowe: fothe Lord long con- 
cciucs,but at laſt brings forth 
his iudgements: yet is it with 

ricfeandvawilliagnes, and 
be is loath (as it were) and 
much gricucd to cxccute his 
molt juſte indgementes on 
thoſe , who hauec profcilcd 
his name: hee otten touched 
the Icwces a little , and as bee- 


ing 
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ingvnwilling toſmite them : 
hce drewe backe his hand a- 
gaine : butat laſt when their 
{innes did fo increalc, & were 
ſo ſtrong, that they cucadid 
wring out by violence his 
plagues from him, then with 
much bewailing of theirgreat 
miſcric & as wee may (ce in 
Chri(t weeping for them)hee 
exccutcs his iu {gementes on 
them, Butas they arclong 
a comming : fo, when they 
come foorth., they were the 
heauier zas achilde,the more 
fulneile of time it hath, 1s the 
greater, the liuclicr, and the 
ſtronger : fo, Gods wdge- 
ments, the loiger God de- 
ferreth them , & 18 in concei- 
uiag them , the hcauicr are 
they,when they come: that is 
manifeſt in the Icwes , once 
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his owne people,for hee hath 
dceltroved theirland , with an 
irrccoucrable defiraQion , & 
finitte:: their polteritic , with 
a blindnetle of minde til] this 
houre , ſo that tothis daye, 
when the olde Teltament 1s 
read, the vaile is our their 
eycs .that they cannot (ce the 
li glit of C hrii Ie: 1, but plod 
on in fearcfull and palpable 
blindenetlc. 

This dodrinc hath ſpc- 
ciall vic to this our Church, 


"+ 
to teache vs tolooke toour 


ſclues betimes, and tryc our 
owne wycs , and turnc to the 
Lord, for we cannottcll how 
farrc off his ivlgemet:ts arc: 
in reaſ2:1 th-y mu't ncedcs 
bee nearc, they hiuc becne 
ſo lo''g difred , and vet 
bccuc {o iuitlic delcrucd of 

VS, 
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vs. Certainely , God hath 


long beene in conceyuing 
iu.{gcmentes and plaguzs for 
the iinnes of Engiand,and O{- 
tcn hath Gods hande beenc 
vpon vs, by Wrre, Faininc, 
Pethlence,In-vndations: and 
yet it hath beene puld backe 
againe : and his (word hath 
beene put vp into his theatne, 
and God hath ſtayed his 
byrth , cucn in the veric tra- 
u:Il, and wee haue eicaped, 
cuen asa man , whoſe necke 
hath bcene vpon the blocke, 
an-4tac Axe holJen vppe to 
ſtrike : ſo then , yet the day 
is not come, yct wee hauc 
time : happic wee that curr 
wee fawe this daye, if nove 
wee haue grace t9 repeat, 
and Searche aur heartes , for 

thca 
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then wee ſhall ſtay his iudge- 
mentdecreed, thatit ſhall ne- 
ner come forth agalalt vs. : 
but if wee deferre to repeit, 
py off from day tv day , and 
icrotting (till in our linncs : 
then knowe and bce allurcd, 
that as the Pecrce is c(tabli- 
ſhed,ſfo it muſt needes come 
foorth, and the [{troke (tric- 
ken, Repentance is too late : 
therefore what hee faid tothe 
Iewes, I ſay voto vs, Search 
thy (oifr © England : (a Nation 
not worthic to bee beloued ) 
before the Decree come foorth, 


which is alrcadic palt againſt 
thee, 


Thus mich for the 
fourth point, 
5, Now followcth the [aft 
poiut ; the reaſon of all. hy 


ſhould 


x bh Search, and Repent . 
| 


; 
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ſhould wee ſearche our ſelues ? 
The reaſon is included in the 
fourth point : For there is 4 
decree come forth againit thee. 
And although the exccution 
be defeated, and though God 
bee vnwilling to take it out, 
yet withoutrepentance, it is 
moft certaine, it ſhall come 
forth , and be executed at the 
lalt. In one word, this is the 
rcalon, Repent, er clſe cer- 
tainely God will take ven- 
geance: But(will mans keart 
ſay) is this true ? Or rather 
theſe bee but wordes to feare 
men ,.and to keepethem in 
awc.I anſwere,for proofe and 
expcricn | una pag goc 
further ® this place, and 
p_ example wee haue in 


and, the 6 zo bids them 


ell c, 
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cl{c,as certainely as there was 
a judgement conceiucd , fo 
certainely it ſhould be exccu- 
ted vpon them + they would 
not hearc , nor Scarch, nor 
repent : but what followed ; 
Ict all men judge , whetner 
God isnot truc of his worde 
to them or no : yea aias, 
who ſceth not that God hath 
trauclled indeede, and hath 
brought foorth a fearcfull 
judgement on them , and 
hath made them tor theſe 
thouſand ycares, and a halfc, 
the gazing-ſtocke , the by- 
word, and the amazement of 
all the world. = 


Thus was it th ned to 
the [-wes , andth is cr 


formed: and certaine!v thi: 
hath it beenethreatned , and 
thus 


: 
p 
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thus ſhall it bee performed to 
thee , Oh England, except 
thou preuent the tulgements 
thatarc comming : Oh hap- 
pic Englind, that I may fay 
vnto thee, it1s yet but com- 
ming. For as for the milc- 
rable /ewes, vppaon them (a- 
las) itis com” alrcadie : vnto 
thoſe poore ſoules it can bee 
{aide no more , Repent b-fore 
the Decree come foorth : for it 
is nowe paſt ; but thou art 
happic , forthy Day is not 
yet come: yet may lay va” 
to thee 5 [Kepent before the 
Decree core foorth * and Oh 
happic Erzland , that thou 
maveſt heare this worde : 
( Before ) ſounding ia thine 
CAICS. 

Tacrcfore my beloued 
brethren, 


Cn — 
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brethren, who are heere af- 
ſcmbled out (almoſt) of cue. 
ric corner of this Kingdome, 
heare my wordes : and carric 
them home with you into all 
Countryes, God is the ſame 
God (till ,as iuſt,& as icalous, 
as cuer he was: ourlinnes are 
asill,nay,muchviler then the 
Iewes were : howe can it bee 
then , but that mult fall to vs 
that fell to them ? therefore 
the zeale of Gods gloric, and 
my deſire of your ſaluations, 
make me,that I dare not flat- 
ter,but tell you the truth:chat 
is, that out of all queſtion, if 
wee ſcarch not our (clues and 

Repent : thercis a gencrall 

iudgement in preparing for 

VS: certainly the Decree i ou, 

and what can ſtop the «xecn- 

tiex of it, but Repentance: God 


* an 
hath * 
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hath long ſpared,and he hath 


bene [ong in trauelling, ther- 
fore(though nothing can bee 
ſaide in way of Prophelie) I 
am in my conſcience perſwa- 
ded to feare, & that out of in- 
fallible grounds of the word 
of God, thata plague ,and a 
iudgement, and that moſte 
fearcfull,hangs oucr England: 
and thar it is aſrcadic pro- 
nounced vppon this Nation, 
and ſhall bee as certaincly cx- 


 ecutcd , without a viltblere- 


formation : and becauſe I 
may ſceme to ſpeake ſome- 
what large,giuc mee leauc to 


- giue you the reafons indu- 


cing me herevnto, 

1. Firſt, the Goſpell hath 
bene preached theſe fiue and 
thirty yeares,& isdaily more 


* andmorc, (othat, the light 


there- 
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therefore neuer 01e more 
glorioullic , lince the Primi- 
tiuc Church : : yet forall this, 
there is a generall i Ignorance, 
generall of all -cople, genes 
rall of all points, yea, astho; 711 
there were no Preaching at 
all ; Vea, when Poperic was 
newely hanniſhed, there was 
more knowledge in mante , 
then 1s nowe in the bodic of 
our Nat!on : and the niore it 
is preacned , the more 1gno- 
rit ace many,thc more blind, 
ain!the more hacdecnedieucn 
as 2 Stithic the more it is bca- 
tea FPpA the hardcrir is){0 
thev,thc more th-v hearc the 
Goſpcli 5 tc [cile elt:eme 
they Me a! Te ennc InNOorT. th, CY 
cmemac ir : an! the more 
God callcs, a deaffer they 
arc ; and the more. thicv arc 
CO: 


| 
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commaunded,the more they 
diſubey. We Preachers may 
crie till our Lunges flye out, 
or bee ſpent within vs , and 
men are mooued no more 
then tones. Oh alas, what 
is this, orwFatcan this bee: 
but 4 fearcfuli ligne of deſtru- 
ion 2 Will anie man cn- 
dure alwayes to bec mocke.!? 
then howe Jong hath G O D 
beene mocked 2 Will anic 
man endure to (tande knoc- 
king cootiiiuallic 2 It then 
Go hath Roode knocking at 
our heartes hue and thirtic 
yearcs : it is nowe time to 
be gone,vnlctle we open pre- 
ſenelyv ? 

But if wee will knowe 
what this argucth » tO Con- 
temnethe Golpc!l,and nor to 
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þ repent, when the Word is ſo 


abun- 
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abundantly preached : reade 
the Storic of E/e, his wicked | 
ſonnes, He {pake vntothem, | 
and gaue them godlic coun- } | 
ſaile,but they hearkened net vn- / 
88 the wayce of their father : But || 

? 


will ſome ſay , that 1s no great 
matter, not to heare their Fa: 
ther a common thing : but | | 
marke what followeth. They 

would not heare their father,be*® © 
cauſe the Lorde wonlde deftrey | , 
them: afcarctull thing. Euen © j, 


ſo it is with a nation,or a pco- 7 g 


- 


ple : arc they taught , and are } a1 
they worſe and worſe ? take 4 n, 
heede: If Elzes ſonnes obey } bg 
not,it is, hecauſe God will de» # E; 
firoy them, Lin 

If therefore Fhe, and many q lip 
Eljes hauc ſpoken to Frg/and, | ſtr 
and England hearcs not, Erg- 7 we, 
land obcycth not, Englandre- ha 
pents f 
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pents not + take heede the 
d |} the Lord in heauen ſay not, 
n, England will not heare thewz1ce 
1- of the Prophets,becauſe [ will de* 
»- | /rox it, Letno mi ſay,we take 
ut | ypon vsto prophelie:we one- 
at | lygiuewarning, and ſhew the 
a | danger, by cxamplc of the 
ut | like. 

hey My ſecond reaſon is thiss 
be» | One judgement executed, 
”9) + andnot working repentance, 
en + i8alwaics a forc-runner of an 
c0- | other: that Rule is ccrtainc, 
are } and ancuident truth. & needs 
ake ) no prouing. Now, wee hauc 


hey } beene vilited with famines, 
ge» & Earth-quakes, pcſtilences, 

* i1vndations, Thundcr and 
any Y lightningsinwinter,and moſt 
and, 3 (traunge and vnſcaſonable 
*rg- 3 weather : but alas, all theſe 
dre hauc taken noctfeR : where 
nts | G 1s 
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is the humiliation , Re« | 
pentance and reformation ? 
which they haue wrought? 
therefore itmult needes bee, 
there remains behind a grea- / 
ter iudgement. Men may be | 
ſo madde to thinke theſe to 
be ordinaric things, and to * 
come by courſe of Nature, 
and ordinarie caulcs : but cer- 4 
eainly they arc the ſhaking of } + 
the Rod, and fore-runners,* « 
of a great judgement, vnleiſe © t 
Repentance cutte off their * \ 
courſe. Forlook as onecloud } 1 
followeth another, till the 4 t 
Sunne conſume them: ſoones; 1! 
iudgement haſtens afterano- 4 f1 
ther, andrepentanceonelyis * 1a 
the | as, 5" muſt diſpell,* w 
them. h; 
3. Thirdly, it ſtandswith th 


the iuſtice of God, according. 
a 
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as he hath reucaled it in the 
Scripture , eſpecially in 
Dext. 28. out of the whole 
Chapter, it mult needes bee 
gathered as a Rule, [will curſe 
that people that breake my lawes: 
nowe wee may not deny but 
this land of ours, is for abun- 
dance of linne,a people of So- 
dome. All kinde of finnes,in all 
eſtates of men, rage & raigne 
cucry day more and more ; 
therefore I conclude , that 
vnletle we repent, and ſodil- 
ſoluec this cloud of iudgemet, 
that hangs oucr our heades : 
it cannot be, buta moſt feare- 
full tempeſtis to come atthe 
Jaſt, and when it is come, it 
will be too late to wiſh they 
had done it. Therefore in 
the bowels of CHRIST 
IESVS. Let this bee to 

G 2 intrcate 
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intreate and cxhort you all,to 
ſcarch and looke into your 
(clucs, that ſo repenting and 
changing your waycs, you 
may get the {word againe in- 
to his ſheath, which is alrca- 
dic drawne out, but yet hath 
not ſtricken home, and may 
quench the wrath which is 
alreadic kindled, but yet 
burnes not out as it will doe, 
if by repentance we quench 
it not : and doe this cucry 
one, as you tender the ſaſua- 
tion of your owne fſoules,and 

the continuance of the Gol- 

pcl] to this glorious Nation, 

andthe peace and proſperous 

late of this Church and com- 


mon wealth. For let me make. 


what cauſes they will,it1s ccr- 
tainely (infulnetle that oucr- 
turnes kingdomes,and chan- 
gcth ſtates, as all theſe king- 


domes © 


ur 


nd 


th 
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domes and (ſtates haue felt, 
who haue continued finally to 


contemne the Goſpell, 
It followeth: 
Ana you be as chafſe , that 
paſſeth on a day. 
The Prophet proccedeth, 


and defcribeth more plainly, 
| che manner and ſtate of that 
| plague, which God willſende 


vpon them: the mcaning was 
partly opened hefore, to-bec 
in efte& thus much ; Scarch 


- your (clues, leaſt God take 


his fanne and try you, be- 
caule you woulde not trye 
your (clues, and finding you 
vppon thetryall, not ſound 
Wheate, but light Chatfe: 


* blowe you to Hell with the 


winde of his wrath : the Mee 
taphor which the Prophet v- 
ſcth is this, he compares the 
G 3 Lord 
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Lord toa husbandman, great 
andrich, the whole world is 
his corne fielde: (eucrall Na- 
tions, (as this of ours for 
one) are his heapes of corne: 
but the heapes of corne bee 
full of Chatfe, that is, theſe 
particular Churches, arc full 
of hypocrites : nowe a wilc 
husbandman letteth Corne 
and Chafte lye together no 
longer,then tillthe wind doth 
blowe, and then he appoints 
his fanning time to ſcucr his 
corne from his chaftc, and to 
blow away his chaffe, and lay 
vp his cornc : {o God, the 
great and wiſe husbandman, 
willnot let the chaffelye for 
eucr amongſt the Wheat, hc 
hath therefore appointed Nis 
fining times, wheto blow the 
chaff into hel, & to gather his 
wheat 
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wheat into heauenly garners- 
Nowe Gods winnowing 


” times arc two,the one is at the 


laſt day,after this life,and that 


7 is Gods great winnowing 


day of all his corne(that of all 
men)when the bad ſhall be ſe- 
ucred fro the good for cuer, 


| neuer to be mingled againe 
: withchem, butby the ſtrong 
' &powerfull fan of his laſt and 


finall iudgement to be blown 
into hell: the winde of whoſe 
wrath,at that day,ſhal be (tro- 
ger to blow them all away, 
then all the wind in theworld 
to blowe away one handfull 
of light Chaffc, 

2. Gods other fanning 
time,is in this world, and that 
is alſo double, The one is, 
when the word is preached : 
the Preaching of the word is 
G 4 058 
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one of Gods fannes : For when 
the Goſpell is preached to 4 
Nation or Congregation, it 
Fannes them, and trics them, 
and purgeth them, and fo 
fcrues them, thata man may 
ſce a manifeſt dificrence of 
the chafte and the wheat, that 
is,of the goodly man,and the 
wicked man : this preaching 
of the Goſpell doth ſob the 
Baptiſt exprelly call a Fanne : 
where the holy Ghoſt pur- 
ſucth this whole Aetaphor 
molt plainely, ſpeaking of 
Chriſt ,he ſaith, Whoſe Fanne is 
in his hand, and he will throu_h+ 
ly purge his Floore , and gather 
his wheate into his garner, but 
the Chaffe hee will brurne with 
fire wnguenchable. The winde 
of this Fanne of the word 


preached, is ſo ftrong, as 
that 
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that it ſcucrs the Chatte 
from the Wheate, that is, 
good profctlors from hypo- 
crites in the viſible Church, 
and blowes ſo (trongly vp- 
on the wicked, that it brings 
them to the beginning of 
Hell cuen in this world, for 
it ſoworketh vpon the con- 
ſcience, as if it cannot con- 
ucrt them, it ſtrikes them 
with feare, terrour and tor- 
ment,cither in life orat death, 
which torment of conſcience 
is the very flaſhes of hell- 
fire, 

But, when this firſt Fanne 
of the word, will notſcrueto 
bring men to repentance, 
(for the word preached, doth 
not confound a man actual- 
Iy, but onely pronounce the 
lcntence, and thereby ſtriue 
G 5 the 
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ſtrike the conſciece)then God 
hath another fanne, and that 
is the Fanne of his indgements : 
and that fanning or winnow- 
ing time is,when he executes 
his vengeance and his indgc- 
ments on a Nation : this is 
his latter fanne, when the 
firſt will not preuaile, this is 
his powerfull and ſtrong fan 
driven about with the winde 
of his wrath, this fanne went 
ouer the olde worlde, and 
ſweptthem all away,and went 
oucrthe Nation of the /ewcs, 
and wee ſee they arc no 
more, 

1. Theſe three fannes of 
God, make a threefold ſcpa« 
ration of the Chafte from 
the wheate, that is, ofthe wic- 
ked from the Ele&: withthe 
fanne of his worde which 

| is 
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is powerfull, hee ſcuers them 
in all affection, and diſpolt- 
tion, and makes a iſtin&ion 
of them, ſo, as generally the 
wheatis knowne to be wheat, 
and Chafte diſcerned to bee 
Chaffe, by the Preaching of 
the word:but though the tare 
be knowne to be tare, yet 
both grow together, ſu that 
the word onely ſcrues them 
inafte@ion, and ſets ſeucrall 
notes of diftintion vpon 
them both. 

2. Butthenthe ſecond fan 
of his judgements is more vi- 
olcnt,for thereby he (cucreth 
them aſunder in ſoule, gathe- 
ring the godly men, as his 
Wheate into the heauens, 
and blowing the ſoules of the 
wicked into hell : but yet 
the bodies of them both 
lyc 
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lyc together, as partakers of 
the ſame judgement, ſoſub- 
ie to the ſame cortuption, 
and arcall lodged in the ſame 

rauc of the carth, and death 
Rath like dominion oucr 
themall. 

3. Butafterwards at the laſt 
day, at Gods great haruelt, 
and great winnowing time, 
he then with the winde of his 
power, {cucreth them aſun- 
derinloule and body. Wheat 
from the chatt:,Sheepe from 
the Goates, and ſeparateth 
them, neuer to be mingled a- 
gaine for cucr and cuer : and 
then with the winde of his 
wrath, hee blowes the chafte 
into fire vaquenchable, and 
with his louing fauour gathe- 
reth his wheate into the cuer- 
laſting and glorious garncrs 
of heauen, 

SO 
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Sothen, the firſt (cuercth 
them inatteio. The ſecond, 
in ſoule,for a time, The third, 
actually in ſoule and body,for 
cucr and cuer, 

Nowe of theſe three win- 
nowing times, the holy 
Gholt ſpeaketh here proper- 
ly ofthe ſecond: namely,the 
fanne of Gods indgements : 10 
that, the meaning of the 1e- 
taphoy is this : Scarch your 
{clues and repent betimes,le(t 
God come vppon you with 
ſome fearctull Inudgements: be- 
cauſc you hauc ſo long con- 
temned the fanne of the word, 
and finding you too lightto 
abide the triall, doetake yuu 
away in the iudgement, and 
caſt you into hell ; foras ſure 
as the fanne of the word hath 
maJcdifteyxecc of you, which 
arc 
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are chaffe, and which arc 
wheate, ſo (ure ſhall the fanne 
of his iudgements,blow away 
the chaffe to hell and damna- 
tion. 


Thus much for the meaning. 


Now for the vic, for ys in 
England,the calc ſtands thus: 
Our Church doubtleile is 
Gods corne ficld, and wee 
arethe corne heape of God: 
and thoſe Brownifts and Sec- 
tarics are blinde and belor. 
ted, whocannotlee that the 
Church of England is a god- 
ly heape of Gods corne : but 
withall, we muſt confelle, we 
are full of chafte : that is, of 
prophane and wicked hypo- 
crites, whoſe hearts and 

mindes abound in finnes and 
IC- 
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| rchellions ; and many ofour 
| beſt profeilours arc alſo too 
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full ofchatfe (that is) of cor- 
ruptions, and do giue them- 
ſelues too much libertie in 
many ſinnes : but alas, the 
pure wheate, how thinne 1s 
it ſcattered ? how hard to find 
a man(atleaſt a family) which 
dedicate themſclucs to the 
Lord in holy and ſincere 0- 
bedicnce,and labour to make 
conſcience of all finnes: now 
therefore, ſeeing wee are. 
Gods corne held, and wee 
hauc ſome pure wheate a- 
mongft much chatfe, there- 
fore God will winnow vs to 
find out the corne, if he hauc 
but one corne of wheate in a 
handfull of chaffe, but one 
good man of many, hee will 


ſire all the heape for thoſe 


; a few 
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few corners, hee will not care 
to blow all the chaftc to hell, 
to finde out thoſe fewe cornes 
of Wheate, to lay them vp in 
heauen: ſo that out of all que- 
ſtion,England being ſofull of 
chattc, muſt looke to be win- 
nowed, 

Now for the firſt Fanne of 
his word, it hath beene v(cd 
inthis land theſe fiue and thir- 
tic yearcs, and that as power- 
fully, and as vlenifully as a- 
ny where in tac world, and 
yet alas) many are more 
godlelle, more ignorant, 
more prophane then cucr 
they were, yea, wickedneile 
groweth , and the chaftc in- 
creaſcth aboue the wheate: be 
ſure therefore, that God will 
bring his ſecond fanne vpon 
vs ; becauſc we will not ſuffer 
the 
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the firſt, and milde and gentle 


fanof his word totry and (carch 


ys : therefore wee will bring 
the fearefull fanne of his indge- 
ments, and with it, hee will 
blowe ſfoule and body into- 
hell,withthoſc our finnes and 
corruptions, which we would 
not ſutfer the fanne of Gods 
word to blow from vs. The 
firſt hath fo long blowne in 
vaine, thatthe ſecond mult 
needes come vnto vs, and it 
hath already begun to blow : 
three or foure blaſtes haue 
blowne ouer vs; famine, pc- 
ſtilence, carth-quakes, * a 
water, winde, theſe haue fo 
blowne ſome of vs, that they 
hauc taken away a greatnum- 


ber of vs For vsthatremaine, Ta the 
this onely remaines, that wee PÞRu* 2t 


ſtrengthen our ſclues by 
gracc, 
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dyed ſome orice, to bee able to ſtand a- 


ke al- | 
"0 2000. Bainllt the next blaſt, for 


aweckein Come it will, and when it 
g92- Butin comes no wealth nor world. 
I 60z.there jy thing can inable vs tocn- 
died 2300. Jureit,onely faith and b 
in a weeke, 5 y raltkn and rcpen 
tance, and the gracc of God 
will ſtand at that day. Now 
thercfore,in that ſofcarctull a 
fanningabideth vs : ſeeing it 
is ſonecre (as appeareth by 
the blaſtes alrcady palt oucr 
vs, which arc nothing butthe 
| forcrunners of a greater tem- 
peſt) what ſhould be our care 
(except wee care not to be 
blowne body and ſoule into 
hell) butto labour to cſchew 
this fearcfull fanne of Gods 
wrath : orat leaſt, if it come 
vpon vs,thatit may not blow 
vs to hell, but haſten vsto 


heaucn, If thy heart be tou- 
ched 
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ched to aske how this may 
be. I anſwer thee, only to fol- 
low the Prophets aduice in 
this place, by /earching and tr y- 
ing our ſelues, The way to el- 
cape Gods triall, is totry thy 
{clfe: & to cfeape Gods iugde- 
ment, to be a judge to thine 
owne ſoule: and fo the way to 
eſcape the fearctull fanne of 
God, is to fanne their owne 
heart by the law of God. For 
whomſocuer the firſt fanne 
(that is, the worde of God) 
doth worke vpon : theſe men 
are ncuer blowne away with 
the fan of Gods iudgements, 
O then, cntertaine the word 
of God into thy heart, ſubmit 
thy ſoule vato it, let it pierce 
and try, &ranſlacke thy heart, 
and lay before thee thy wret- 
ched eſtate by thy linnes, 
and 
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and when theu ſeceſt thy na” 
kedneile and milcry, confeile 
it, bewailc it,and be humbled 
for it, cry and call for mercy 
and forgiuencs, pray againlt 
thy ſp<ciall ſinnes, ſtrive to 
purge them out, as the poy- 
{on of thy foule, crauc grace 
from God for all thy tirncs : 
if thou ſeeſt any linnes more 
welcome tothy nature, more 
deere vnto thee, and which 
more preuaile againſt thee, 
then others doe, pray againlt 
theſe ſinnes,and ſtriucagainſt 
them aboueall: &cndcuour, 
that by the fanne of Gods 
vord, they may be blowne a- 
way from thee. When thon 
haſt done this , marke what 
will come of it : when thou 
haſt fanned thy ſclfte, GOD 
will not fanne thee: but when 
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the fanne of his judgement 
comes & bloweth ſo (trong- 
ly vponthe wicked, then the 
Lorde finding thee alrcadic 
fanncd, and clenſcd by his 
word, will ſpare thec, and his 
iudgeraent ſhall cither blow 
oucr thee, and palle by thee 
vntouched(as oucr Zst,in the 
deſtruaion of Sodome ) orcllc 
ſhall ftanne outall thy corrup- 
tions, and blowe thee vp to 
heauen, to be Jaide vp as pure 
wheate inthe heaucnly gar- 
ners, and manſions of glorie, 
which Chriſt aſcribed to pre- 
pare for thee. 

Now then' amongſt thoſe 
many bulinetles, with which 
this world doth cumber cuc- 
rie of vs (all which ſhall pe- 
riſh with the world it ſclfc) 
let vs good brethren, ſpare 
lome 
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ſometime for this great bu- 
ſincile. Afartha may be com- 
bred about many things, but 
this is that one thing, which 's 
neceſſarie : therefore whatſo- 
euer is done, let not this be 
vndone. Once aday put thy 


{clfc and thy life vader the. ., 


fannc of Gods lawe, try thy 
ſclfke what thou art, and thy 


life, how thou liueſt. Once a * 


day kceepea court in thy con- 
ſcience,call thy thoughts, thy 
wordes, and thy deedes to 
their triall : let the ten com- 
maundements palle vppon 
them, and thy linnes and cor- 
ruptions which thou findcſt 
to be chafte, blow them a- 
way by repentance, fo ſhalt 
thouremain pure and clcanc 
wheate, fit forthe houle and 
Church of GO D in this 
world, 
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world, and for his kingdome 
in heauen, But, it wee will 
notdoethis, then alas, what 
will follow ? my heart gree- 
ucth to vtter it : but I muſt, 
vnleſſe I ſhould bee a falſe 
Prophet:and therefore I will. 
Our long peace, plenty, and 
eaſc,haue bred great linnes,ſo 
great, that they reach to hea- 
ucn, and prouoke Gods Ma- 
ieſticto his face, & ſo ſtrong, 
that they will violently draw 
downe iudgemets from God 
vpon vs : which when they 
come, they will bee fo 
powerfull , and fo violent, 
that they will blowe vs a- 
way like chaftc, and bring 
this kingdome to ſome miſe- 
rable ruine, O therefore how 
happy arc wee, if we can en- 
ecrtaine 
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tertaine this doCtrine,& prac- 
tile it : for inſo doing, wee 
ſhall preuent Gods iudge- 
ments, we ſhall continue the 
Goſpell to this land, and pre- 
{cruc this glorious Nation 
from being deſtroyed or dil- 
peopled, by ſome fearcfull 
ludgcment, 

Beloued,you come hither 
to this place, purpoſcly to 
buy and ic!l, and thereby to 
better your <þltates in this 
world : how happy then are 
you, it beltdes tic good mar- 
kets you wake for your bo- 
dics and cftatcs, you learne 
allo huw to make your (clucs 
abide the triall of Gods iudgc- 
ments, and how to bc ina''c 
pure corne, fit to repleniſh 
the garners ct heauen , and 
howe to continue Gods ta- 
UOUur 
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uour and the Goſpell to this 
Nation. If thou goc away 
with this lcfſon, thou halt a 
lewell more worth, then 
thou ſhouldeſt goe home 
polleiled of all the huge ri- 
ches of this Faire : you call 
this and ſuch like times Faire 
times : but if thou learne this 
leflon right,then thou maic(t 
ſay, that this was the faircſt 
day in deede, that cuer ſhone 
vpon thee, ſince thou waſt 
borne, This pretious Tewell 
whichlI hauec Chen of al this 
while, Ihereoffer vnto thee. 
Eucry one bringes hither 
ſomcthing to be ſolde; this is 
the marchandiſe that I bring 
and (ct tofalevnto you : what 
eucr commoditie any of you 
bring, it is from ſome quar- 
tcr of this land, but all is | 
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the carth : but this that I | 


bring, itis from heauen: and 
all the carth cannot yeelde it: 
and as it is from hcauen, lo it 
is of a heauenly vertue, and 
will worke that which all the 
wealth in this Faire is not a- 
ble to doe: therefore caſt not 
to buy the balcſt,and let pallc 
the beſt of all : andneuer al- 
ledge that it is aboue thy 
compaſle, and being a Icw- 


ell, it is too deere and coſtly | 


for thee : forl offer it freely 
vnto you,and to cucry one of 
you, I pronounce vnto you 
from the Lord, that here this 
bleſſed doatrine is offered 
vnto you all, in his name, 
freely, and that you may ) it 
without money. Happy is that 
day, when thou comming 


bo 


ſofarre to buy things for thy 
body, 


10 Repentance, 147 


body, and paycs ſo deare for 
them, docſt meete with ſo 
precious a Iewell, the vertue 
whereof, is toſauc thy ſoule, 
and payeſt nothing for it, 
Thou mayeſt hercafter rc- 
ioyce, andfſay:Iwentto buy 
and(cll, and to helpe my bo- 
dy : but I haucalſo nw=r to 
ſaue my ſoule, 1 went thi- 
ther to helpe to mainiaine 


| my owne eſtate : but I haue 


lcarned to helpeto maintaine 
England in profperitic : for al- 
ſuredly, ifwee would all of vs 
learne thisleflon, and prac- 
riſe it, wee might allure our 
ſclues of the glorious prof- 
peritic of England, to conti- 
nue from generation to ge- 
neration : whereas alas, if wee 
continue and goec forward in 
our linnes, and impeniten- 

H 2 cic, 
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cic, itis greatly to be feared, 
that neytherthe Goſpell, nor 
this peace, will rcach to our 
poſtericic. Therefore now to 
makean end ; I once againe, 
and laſtly, commend this do- 
ctrine to youall, and cucry 
one of you (forthis marchan- 
diſc that I bring, is of that 
nature,that though ſome take 
it, yet there is alſo inough for 
eucry one) and I commend 
it ynto you,cuen from the ve- 
ry mouth of God himſcltfe: 

thinke of it I charge thee,as c- 

ucr thou lookelt to appeare 


" before the face of Chriſt Ic- 


ſus the great Tudge, at the Jalt 
day ; and if thou wouldcft cl- 
cape the rigour of that iudge- 


ment, enter now into iudge- | 


ment with thy (ele, & ſearch 
thy (clfe : if thou now wilt 
not 
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not receive this dodrine? 
then ſhal it at the laſt day be 
a bill of Enditement againſt 
thee, for if itſaue thee not,it 
ſhal condemnerhee: think of 
it therfore ſcrioutly, as a mat- 
ter that concerns thy loule & 
body : yea, and thy poſterity, 
and this whole Realme, all 
which ſhall ſmart for it, if we 
repent not. And if the body of 
our peoplc, and thoſe, whoſe 

carts are wedded to this 
world,wiilnot entcrtaine this 
doarinezthel turne vnto you 
that fcare the Lord, and to 
you l direc my laſt warning, 

earch,O (carch,and try your 
hearts & liues,rencw &reuiue 
yourfaith & repentance, that 
it iudgements doe come and 
blow vpon this Nation, and 
driuc the Goſpel! from it,and 
H ; it 
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ittohell : that yet you may 
haue a teſtimonic to your 
conſciences, that you did not 
wr downe this generall ca- 
amitic, but for your parts la- 
boured to hauc preuented 
it, by your nanel prayers 
and hartic repentance : that 
ſo, the nolleritic cn(uing, 
may not curſe you, but 
ſpeake reucrently of you, and 


praiſe God for you, and wiſh | 


thatall had done as you did ; 
for then had they cnioyed 


this goodly lande, and all | 


Gods bleſſings with it, as we 
their forcfathers did before 
them : and ſoſhall our names 
not rotte, but flouriſh a- 
monglt the poſtcritics to 
come, which ſhall be parta- 
kers of the dcſolation : And 


when we hauc renewed our 
repen- 
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repentance, letvs then euery 
one of vs,deale with the Lord 
by carneſt praycr for this 
Churchand Nation, that the 
Lord would ſhew his mercy 
vpon it, and continue vnto 
it,this peace and the Goſpell: 
it is nothing with the Lord 
todoc it, his powerfull hand 
isnot ſhortened, he can con- 
tinue our peace : when the 
Papiſts looke for hurli-bur- 
lies, hee can continue the 
Goſpell, when they hope to 
{ct vp their /delatrie againe : 
let vs therefore applye the 
Lord with our praycrs, and 
with Aoſes (ct our [clues in 
the breach, and pray for the 
ignorance of the multitude, 
and beyailc their linnes, who 
bewaile not their owne. So 
did Noah, Damel, and Iob, in 
H 4 their 
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thcirages, and praicd for the 
people in generall calamities: 
[ct vs all bee Noahs, D anels, 
and obs, in our generations; 
if wee doe thus, then when 
Iudgements come, we (hall 
eitherturne them away from 
our Nation, or at the lealt 
wee ſhail dcliucr our owne 
ſoulcs, 

Let vs now turne to the 
Lord in prayer, and becaulc 
It cannot be hoped, but that 
this our gencrall {infujncile 
mult ncedes ende with ſome 
heauic Iudgement : let vs 
delire the Lord (till to deter 
our deſcrued puniſhments, 
and till to ſpare vs, and to 
giue vs time and Icyſure to 
repent : that ſo, wee entring 
into our (clues, and ſcarct- 
ing our hearts, and turning 

ty 
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tothe Lord : wee may turne 
away his imminent Iudgc- 
ments, and that when his 
wrath doth burne out in- 
. deede, we may then be coun- 
1 ted worthy in Chriſt, to cf- 
1» | Capethoſethings which muſt 
} | necds come vpon the world, | 
\ | Amen, [{ 
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